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August 5, 1961 (Lesson for August 20) 


Editorials 





When Are You Coming? 


the moment of Peter’s great confession, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus began to 
explain to His disciples that before Him lay the suffering, 
the ignominy, and death of the cross and after that the 
Resurrection. For some-reason the disciples either rejected 
this entire thought in the words of Peter, “Heaven forbid! 
No, Lord, this shall never happen to you,” or exhibited an 
unimaginable. unconcern and self-interest, which evoked 
from the Lord, “None of you has asked me, Where are 
you going?” (John 16:5.) True, Peter asked a similar 
question in John 13:36, but this was not as indicative of 
Peter’s interest in the Lord as in himself, and so he boasted 
of his fortitude and constancy. Thomas asked, “Lord, we 
know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the 
way?” (John 14:5.) But the interest of Thomas was in 
the way rather than in the Lord Himself. 


There is no more shocking study. than that of the argu- 
ment of the disciples on the last journey to Jerusalem and the 
cross. Throughout those days they contended with one an- 
other about who should be the greatest. Even in the upper 
room when the Lord’s Supper was instituted, they continued 
this argument among themselves. They were so occupied 
with themselves, their personal advantage and preferment, 
their status, that they never gave a thought to the Lord. 
They were so taken up with the visible things around them 
that they did not consider Him and all that lay ahead of 
Him—Calvary. Consequently they were completely un- 
prepared for Gethsemane—they slept; for His arrest—they 
all forsook Him and fled; for the cross; and they could not 
believe in the victory of Easter, the Resurrection. Does 
this not account for their bewilderment, perplexity, and 
unbelief on the Resurrection morning, and on the walk to 
Emmaus? 


What of us today? Are we any different? Are not we 
as Christians occupied with our status, our reputation, 
and preferment? We follow Christ for what we can get 
out of Him. We love to say, “It pays to serve Jesus.” 
We make a good thing for ourselves out of being Christians, 
out of serving Christ. Though. not true of all, for many 
in Christian work, being a Christian means security in this 
life, comfort, and plenty. They know nothing of the 
poverty spoken of in Scripture. 


If we think of Christianity in terms of what we get out 
of it, we, too, forget about Christ, and all that is on His 
heart. We are insensitive to His constant intercession for 
us. Relatively, we are indifferent to the fact that He is 
Preparing our heavenly Home. He has promised to return, 
to take us to be with Himself, but-we really are not inter- 
ested in this. We are ‘so comfortable and busy with the 
things of this life that we do not ask Him, “When are You 
coming?” His coming again is not our vivid expectation 
and longing. As a result we cannot make head nor tail 
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end of the road, unless our total way of life is geared to the 
expectation of His return and the resurrection from the 
dead, neither our Christian faith nor the chaos in the world 
around us makes any sense. 


Constitutional Secularism 


7 Constitution of the State of Maryland has a clause 

- that states that no religious test for public office shall be 
required of a man “other than a declaration of belief in the 
existence of God.” Because of this last phrase, a man was 
recently denied appointment as a notary public when he 
refused to take an oath beginning “In the presence of 
Almighty God.” He could not do it with a clear con- 
science, since he is an atheist. He took his case to the 
Circuit Court, and then to the Maryland Court of Appeals, 
charging that he had been denied his rights under the First 
Amendment to the: Federal Constitution, which prohibits 
any religious test as a qualification for holding public office. 
Both Maryland courts upheld the original decision that 
denied him the office, stating that “it seems clear that under 
our Constitution disbelief in a. Supreme Being, and the 
denial of any moral accountability for conduct, not only 
renders a person incompetent to hold public office, but to 
give testimony, or to serve as a juror. The historical record 
makes it clear that religious toleration . . . was never 
thought to encompass the ungodly.” The case was carried 
to the Supreme Court of the United States and that tribunal 
unanimously reversed the Maryland decision, saying that the 
state’s “religious test for public office unconstitutionally 
invades the appellant’s freedom of belief and religion, and 
therefore cannot be enforced against him.” ‘The Court also 
declared, ““We repeat and again reaffirm that neither a state 
nor the Federal Government’ can constitutionally force a 
person ‘to profess a belief or disbelief in any religion.’ 
Neither can constitutionally pass laws nor impose require- 
ments which aid all religions as against nonbelievers, and 
neither can aid those religions based on a belief in the 
existence of God as against those religions founded on 
different beliefs.” 


The case indicates the apparently irreversible trend in 


- this nation toward total secularism. It has been said before, 


but needs to be repeated until we are all quite aware of the 
cold fact: in the United States we simply do not have the 
legal guarantees necessary to preserve a theistic society. 
The Founding Fathers, while perhaps not specifically Chris- 
tian (many of the eighteenth century national leaders were 
Deists) took it for granted that mankind would acknowledge 
a Divine providence in public affairs. Therefore they did 
not include safeguards against the then unthought-of 
phenomenon, widespread atheism. By adhering to the letter 
of the Constitution rather than the spirit of the men who 
wrote it (and the Supreme Court. has no other choice) we 
will take a rapid course toward secularism. As Christians 
we deplore the trend, but if we wish to protest, we will 
search the Constitution in vain for aid and comfort. 
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THE TIMES News Report 


The Story of the Week 


@ MEETING THE COMMUNIST  PERIL.—At 
Winona Lake, Ind., the National Association of 
Evangelicals sponsored a conference of youth 
leaders and denominational executives to con- 
sider the problem of helping young people to 
face “intelligently” the Communist threat. The 
conference produced two conclusions: material 
on Communism should be made available; the 
anti-Communist effort should not be an end in 
itself. In Cleveland a group. of educators, 
church leaders, and businessmen have organ- 
ized the Cleveland Council for Information on 
Communism with two watchwords: information 
and responsibility. It aims to work with adult 
study groups through lectures and research, get- 
ting “reliable facts about Communism and 
Russia,” which “will be given to the public by 
men of integrity.” In Mexico there have been 
three Roman Catholic mass demonstrations 
against Communism in recent weeks. The last 
of these was a procession in which 10,000 peo- 
ple marched 235 miles to Mexico City, bearing 
anti-Communist signs and praying publicly for 
assistance in the fight against Communism. A 
reporter for The New Yorker (July 1, 1961) tells 
of the inner conflict between Communism and 
religion in the life of a businessman in Dresden, 
East Germany, who admitted that finding “a pos- 
itive approach” to the Communist state was an 
almost insoluble problem. “There must be mil- 
lions of people in this country who suffer from 
this spiritual problem,” he said. “It is so much 
easier to make peace with your state than with 
your conscience.” The extent of Communist 
efforts to blot out God is revealed in a standard 
German language text. In the West German 
edition the meaning of blasphemy is “speaking 
against God.” In the East German edition it is 
“defamation of persons who are generally ad- 
mired.” 


@ ST. PAUL.—The Billy Graham Crusade here 
drew some 300,000 persons during the eight 
days of meetings at the State Fairgrounds. Over 
6,600 persons indicated a desire to make a 
decision for Christ. 


® ROME.—Pope John XXIII has issued a mas- 
sive, 25,000-word encyclical [papal letter], Mater 
et Magistra (Mother and Teacher) concerning 
the Catholic Church’s role in social and economic 


604 (4) 


life. It is thought to be the longest encyclical 
in papal history. The document has been hailed 
enthusiastically by leaders of many different re- 
ligious groups. 


@ PASADENA.—Dr. Harold John Ockenga has 
been appointed President of Fuller Theological 
Seminary here. Dr. Ockenga, pastor of Boston's 
Park Street Church for 25 years, was president 
of the Seminary from 1947-1954. He will con- 
tinue as pastor of Park Street Church as he 
assumes his new responsibility at the Seminary. 


@ Members of the Roman clergy in Argentina 
who recently attempted a revolution in the 
Church have been censured publicly for their 
disloyalty by Cardinal Caggiano. The revolv- 
tionaries, mostly young men, had agitated for 
the following changes: a reconsideration of 
obligatory celibacy; greater emphasis on the 
reading and teaching of Scripture; the use of 


Spanish rather than Latin in church services. 


(A. Clifford) 


@ NEW YORK.—The United Lutheran Church 
in America has signed an agreement providing 
for a four-way merger which will unite the 
denomination with the Augustana, American 
Evangelical, and Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. With over 3 million members, the 
new group will be the largest Lutheran denomi- 
nation in America. 


@ AUSTRALIA.—Agitation is increasing here 
for state aid to parochial schools with the ap- 
proach of state and federal elections. Roman 
Catholic schools would be virtually the sole bene- 
ficiaries, and Catholic spokesmen have confi- 
dently predicted that government aid will be 
granted shortly. Political parties are increas 
ingly. susceptible to pressure in this matter, since 
the Catholic proportion of the population is 
growing rapidly. (R. Clough) 


@ ANKARA, TURKEY.—The recently approved 
constitution of Turkey guarantees religious free- 
dom for all in this Moslem country. A council is 
to be established to ensure observance of the law. 


———, 
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N OUR materialistic culture it seems 
] archaic to speak of being satisfied 

with such things as we have; yet 
such is the unmistakable teaching of 
the Bible, in both Old and New Testa- 
ments. In 1 Timothy 6, a chapter 
largely devoted to this subject, we have 
three significant statements on the sub- 
ject of earthly possessions. Verse six 
tells us that “Godliness with content- 
ment is great gain.” Verse nine points 
out the serious dangers in the path of 
those “that will be [desire or determine 
to be] rich”; while in verse seventeen 
the apostle gives a solemn charge to 
“them that are rich in this world.” 


The highest values and deepest satis- 
factions of life are not found in money, 
nor in the things money will buy. King 
Solomon had riches and honor in abun- 
dance, yet he tells us that “all is van- 
ity.” The principle of righteousness is 
more important than wealth, and we 
read in Psalm 37:16, “A little that a 
righteous man hath is better than the 
riches. of many wicked.” There are 
numerous other Scriptures confirming 
this truth. 


Not only righteousness but love is an 
essential ingredient in the kind of liv- 
ing that brings permanent satisfaction. 
In Proverbs 15:16, 17 we read, “Better 
is little with the fear of the Lord than 
great treasure and trouble therewith. 
Better is a dinner of herbs where love 
is, than a stalled ox and hatred there- 
with.” This is summed up in Proverbs 
23:4, where we read, “Labor not to be 


Be Content 
By ROBERT J. LITTLE 


Mr. Little is in his eighth year as ~ 
radio pastor of WMBI, the Moody 
Bible Institute station in Chicago. 
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rich: cease from thine. own wisdom. 
The worldly wisdom that keeps a per- 
son striving after greater riches is not 
from above, but is contrary to one’s best 
spiritual interests. 

Of the many New Testament pass- 
ages that give similar teaching; we 
quote the words of the Lord Jesus in 
Luke 12:15, “And he said unto thém, 
Take heed, and beware of covetousness: 
for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things ‘which he pos- 
sesseth.” Not only does the Bible teach 
that “the kingdom of God is not’ meat 
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 


and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:: 


17) but there is a positive command of 
God to Christians: “Let your conver- 
sation [behavior] be without covetous- 
ness; and be content with such things 
as ye have”: (Heb. 13:5). 

We can never violate any command 
of God without suffering the penalty; 
which is often of a “built-in” character, 
as when a person touches a hot stove 
and is burned. In the moral and spir- 
itual realm the adverse results are not 
always so obvious, ard hence not so 
quickly. perceived. They are not’ less 
real, however,. and. often grow to 
greater: proportions because, not being 
aware of them, we do not take steps to 
eliminate the cause. We may even de- 
light ‘in some temporary and apparent 


advantage without being conscious of 
the damage being done to our souls. 

In our society, each feels: that he must 
have all the comforts and conveniences, 


all the gadgets and accessories, that - 


those around him have. Children expect 
to start where Mother and Dad left off, 
after perhaps thirty or forty years of 
building their lives and homes together. 
Our philosophy seems to be that the 
world owes us a living, and we will ac- 
cept nothing less than the top level. 
The demand for the best without earn- 
ing it is no doubt responsible for much 
of the ever-increasing crime rate in our 
land. f 

To speak about contentment in this 
day of unrest may sound like John the 
Baptist .crying in the wilderness. In 
fact, this teaching was part of John’s 
message, for when the ‘soldiers asked 
what they. should do, after warning 
them to do violence to no man, John 
added, “And be content with your 
wages.” This does not preclude the im- 


_ provement of one’s. circumstances by 


diligence and frugality, but it means to 
live .within our income, whatever it 
may be. Psalm 62:10 adds, “If riches 


‘increase, set not your heart upon them.” 


We. should always have in mind the 
greater value of: heavenly riches, and 
our responsibility to share. what we 
have with others who may be less fa- 
vored in this way than we. 

The issue is really whether we shall 
live for this world or the next one; for 
earth or for heaven; by: faith or by 


(Continued on page 616) 





change too” (p. 106). 


liefs” (p. 108). 


of a school like that. 





not to have, that I have ever read. 


liefs he analyzes or whose development he. traces. 
beliefs would be grotesque in the light of our experience. ' 
point is my proposal of a divinity school which shall be dominated by no one of the historical 
religions and which shall give a voice to all of them. In such a divinity school even a professor 
of systematic theology would not be required to assent to any previously specified set of be- 
Of course, in such an institution, philosophy would dominate and compara- 
tive religions would come next, but no Christian systematic theology would ever come out 
Its graduates would apparently not be convinced of the truthfulness 
of the Scriptures or the pre-eminence of Christ, and what they preach would be a world religion, 
which certainly can never save the soul nor give us any hope for the life to come. 


Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


A STRANGE SUGGESTION.—A few months ago, Harvard tiauaag Press published a 
collection of essays by one of her professors, Dr. Morton White, with the interesting title, 
Religion, Politics, and the Higher Learning, in which is one of the most amazing and abhorrent 
suggestions regarding the convictions that a professor in a theological seminary ought or ought 
“The required commitment of the professor of theology 
would not be to a set of specified theological beliefs but rather, as in the case of the pro- 
fessor of philosophy, to an interest in certain questions and problems. 
problems of theology and religion should change, the commitment of its professors should 
“The scholar who studies religion objectively need not accept the be- 
Requiring him to be committed to these 
The second and more important 


And therefore if the 
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OT a few leaders of evangelical 

missionary societies are having 

second thoughts about strategy. 
Some are sufficiently bold to question 
whether the current missionary move- 
ment is not somewhat out-of-date. Pre- 
viously they had asked themselves 
whether they were giving their fellow 
workers the best in spiritual leader- 
ship. Now they are becoming burdened 
about something in addition. Are their 
fellow workers adequately facing, in- 
tellectually as well as spiritually, to- 
day’s world? Are they as clear about 
their present objectives as they are 
about their motives? Are they mak- 
ing the best use of their present pre- 
carious opportunities? 

Obviously disturbing signs are mani- 
festing themselves in the current mis- 
sionary movement. These would appear 
to warrant careful reflection and hon- 
est evaluation. We are to interpret 
the present—‘“discern the signs of the 
times” (Matt. 16:3)—and “ponder the 
path of [four] . . . feet” (Prov. 4:26). 
Such injunctions as these impel one to 
make an appraisal of this sort. It is 
only hoped that those who read will 
discern that deliberate effort is being 
made to “speak in love.” 


Effect of Population Explosion 


Let us begin with the “population 
explosion.” It is estimated that the cur- 
rent world population of 2.7 billion 
represents at least nine times as many 
people as lived at the time of Christ. 
By 2000 A.D. this will have doubled, 
reaching the almost inconceivable total 
of 5.4 billion. How does this bear on 
missionary strategy? 

Obviously it is physically impossible 
for the total world force of Protestant 
missionaries—even were they all con- 
servative in theology—to reach such a 
vast population. The total resources 
of the world-wide church must be mo- 
bilized for this task. Missionaries from 
the West cannot alone be held respon- 
sible to evangelize all the people of this 
generation throughout the world. High 
priority everywhere must be given to 
stimulating the missionary outreach of 
even the smallest, weakest local church 
overseas. The great commission is bind- 
ing on all God’s people everywhere. No 
individual Christian or church attains 
fullness and maturity without partici- 
pating to some degree in the missionary 
purpose of God. 

All too frequently contemporary 
evangelical magazine articles and books 
on missions are Western-mission cen- 
tered. They imply and occasionally af- 
firm that the West must evangelize 
the world. One almost looks in vain 
for serious studies calling for the eman- 
cipation of this program from Western 
dominance. Permit an illustration, se- 
lected at random. Has anything been 
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A Plea for Strategy in Missions 


By ARTHUR F. GLASSER, D.D. 


Director for North America, China Inland Mission 


The hour demands “an over-all stra- 
tegic concept,” declares Dr. Glasser 
in this penetrating article. 








written to point up the obvious, that 
Brazil’s two million registered Protes- 
tants should be confronted with their 
prime missionary responsibility and 
trained to reach it: the aboriginal tribes 
of the Amazon River basin? These con- 
tinue to be the responsibility of North 
American societies. 

It is not the purpose of this article 
to debate eschatology (doctrine of last 
things). I merely wish to point out the 
obvious: eschatology affects missionary 
strategy. 

The Western orientation of the world 
is falling apart—and rapidly. Will the 
Lord return before overseas Western 
missionary activity is forcibly termi- 
nated by anti-Western forces, or long 
afterward? This is no theoretical ques- 
tion. Interdenominational missions in 
their promotional literature sometimes 
either openly or tacitly assume that 
Western missionaries should contact 
every tribe and people. Their labors 
will complete the church and make 
possible its rapture. 

Some people so despair of the future 
that they feel strategic considerations 
are pointless. Theirs is the strategy of 
a holding operation. “Since the Lord is 
returning at any moment, let us keep 
working at our present jobs. Every 
age ends in failure, this one included. 
There is no real connection between 
our missionary outreach and the Lord’s 
return. Missions will become strategic 
when the Jews take over the task of 
world evangelization during the Tribu- 
lation period.” 

Others affirm a closer relation be- 








Exhortation to Prayer 
By William Cowper 


HAT various hindrances we meet 
In coming to the mercy seat! 
Yet who that knows the worth of pray’r, 
But wishes to be often there? 


Restraining pray’r, we cease to fight; 

Pray’r makes the Christian’s armour 
bright; 

And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees. 


Have you no words? Ah, think again, 
Words flow apace when you complain, 
And fill your fellow creature’s ear 
With the sad tale of all your care. 


Were half the breath thus vainly spent, 
To heav’n in supplication sent, 

Your cheerful song would oft’ner be, 
“Hear what the Lord has done for me!” 












tween world-wide missions and the 
Lord’s return. They argue, “The evan- 
gelization of primitive tribes is our 
highest priority. When we missionaries 
(Westerners?) complete this task the 
missionary purpose of God will be com- 
pleted. Christ will then return.” 
Suppose Christ does not return for 
several decades. Suppose the Commu- 
nists continue their onward march and 
win out in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America within the next few years, 
No political analyst of stature today 
would deny the possibility. Suppose 
after Western missionaries have been 
thrown out of the rest of the world, 
Christ still has not returned. How 
should this possibility be related to pres- 
ent missionary strategy? If strategic 
considerations are not being observed 
today the whole program will be in 
jeopardy tomorrow. If we are not 
deeply committed to a high-priority 
program of sharing missionary vision 
today and making conditions best for 
the joint, equal participation of all na- 
tional churches everywhere in the mis- 
sionary purpose of God, we may find 
tomorrow that we are failing God today. 
We have not “discerned the times.” 


Need for Strategy 

To recapitulate: growing anti-West- 
ern hostility may cause an early term- 
ination of overseas missionary activity. 
In addition, the population explosion de- 
mands strategic planning while doors 
still remain open. Missionaries cannot 
do everything. But they must do some- 
thing. What would God have them do? 

People are important to God. His 
Son died for all. Preach the Gospel to 
every creature is His explicit will. When 
on earth, Christ was moved with com- 
passion for the multitudes.. He wept 
over a city. He preached to crowds. 
He went from village to village. And 
yet, the Gospels also record His work 
with the few, even with individuals 
who would impress us as unworthy of 
such personal attention. 

What principles can we draw from 
this? Obviously, strategic planning 
must take all into consideration, 
especially the masses. To build an over- 
all strategy on His reaching a Syro- 
phoenician woman or a demoniac of 
Gadara would be wrong. And yet, one 
should expect that He might occasion- 
ally lead His servants to work among 
a despised minority for reasons that 
would not be immediately clear. 

Who would have thought that He 
would have used the sacrifice of five 
young men to reach the infinitesimally 
small Auca tribe (200 members) to beat 
testimony before the world of the sac 
rificial obedience which Christ is still 
able to call forth from His own? This 
is obviously an exception to the normal 
pattern. Certainly it is in sharp com- 
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trast with the strategy of the Apostle 
Paul. When Paul labored in Ephesus, 
key city of the Roman province of 
Asia, he did not feel it strategic to 
visit nearby Colossae, which was a dy- 
ing town, even though it had a sizeable 
population. 

In missions there is an over-all stra- 
tegic concept that we dare. not overlook. 
Vigorous evangelical churches must be 
planted in those segments of society that 
culturally and materially are capable of 
evangelizing the rest of the people of 
their country. Any activity that does 
not contribute directly to this goal, or 
even postpones its early attainment, 
should be reviewed most. critically by 
mission leaders. Evangelism, discipling 
converts, planting churches, and leading 
them to missionary outreach—this se- 
quence is top priority when carried out 
in the key strata of society. 

Take a fresh look at today’s world. 
Of greatest significance is the rapid 
growth of cities. Farming societies 
everywhere are industrializing, or at- 
tempting to. Country towns and rural 
areas are witnessing the departure of 
their able, ambitious, vigorous youth. 
They go to the cities to study and bet- 
ter themselves. This is the day of mass 
education, of growing literacy, of peo- 
ple everywhere reading and thinking. 
The torpor of the past is being shaken 
off. All are in the throes of great in- 
tellectual and revolutionary ferment. 
These are days in which strong tides 
of secularism, revolution, and resent- 
ment are sweeping throughs the great 
ugly cities of the world. 

Christians dare not withdraw from 
this. They dare not oppose for oppo- 
sition’s sake revolution and _ social 
change. They must learn to live with 
this ferment. It is one of the hard 
“musts” facing evangelical missionaries 
today. There must be a venturesome 
approach to revolution, an infectious 
optimism that knows that in the end 
He will win. The cities must be pene- 
trated in strength. Reaching the edu- 
cated business and professional classes 
is demanding, intellectually and spir- 
itually. It is easier to evangelize one’s 
cultural inferior than his cultural equal 
or superior. } 

If church history has anything to tell 
us, it is that primitive or rural peoples 
have rarely been able to make a signifi- 
cant spiritual impact on urban dwellers. 
This is not to challenge Toynbee’s opin- 


_ jon that the religion of the working 


Classes tends to be adopted by the domi- 
nant minority, as was eventually the 
case during the first four centuries of 
the Christian Era. The wealthy and 
the political leaders were slowest to re- 
Spond because they were most difficult 
to reach. But they were finally won 
by those churches of the urban classes 
immediately below them. They were 
not won by the witness of the non- 
urbanites. For further details consult 
Donald McGavran’s The Bridges of God, 
Pp. 118f (Friendship Press, New York, 
1955). - 

Paul and his co-workers were always 
culturally adequate to the situations they 
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Sixty-Two Years in China 


Danish missionary Ellen Nielsen spent her life 
as a witness to Jesus Christ 


By the Rev. OLAV EIKLAND 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 


66 F THE Lord by His grace can use 

me amongst the heathen, qualify- 
ing me for it, I stand ready to go and to 
commit my life to that service He may 
require of me.” 

With these words, in a letter directed 
to The Danish Mission Society, the 
young girl, Ellen Nielsen, offered her- 
self as a missionary candidate for the 
foreign field. It was the year 1893, and 
she had recently Come from a country 
town to Copenhagen, where she lodged 
in a Y.W.C.A. home. 

After five years of teacher’s training, 
Miss Nielsen sailed to China in August, 
1898. The obstacles confronting this 
new pioneer missionary in her first term 
of service were many. Only two years 
after her arrival came the Boxer up- 
rising and she had to flee. She be- 
came ill, and her doctor asked her to 
return to Denmark as soon as possible, 
convinced she would not live long. 

But the physical and spiritual trials 
that befell Ellen Nielsen were only 
steppingstones to a higher sphere of 
Christian living, and a training for more 
effective Christian service in China. 
They became to her a postgraduate 
course in spiritual mathematics. By 
subtraction of her missionary occupation, 
her health, and her possessions, she 
learned the difference between the 
number one “I” within her, and the 
great “I AM” of her Lord. She was 
undergoing that blessed metamorphosis 
of personality in which through self- 
decrease Christ within her could in- 
crease. When she returned to China 
in 1903, a new lease on life had been 
given her, and a really fruitful mission 
field lay open to her in Manchuria. 

She began a small school in Takustan 
with only three pupils. From that small 
beginning grew a school center of many 
institutions. With indomitable energy, 
Miss Nielsen established a high school, 
a teacher’s training school, an industrial 
school, and an agricultural school. In 
1915 she founded the first kindergarten 
in Manchuria. These educational in- 
stitutions became a great factor for 
liberation of Chinese women, training 
them for more efficient womanhood. 

But Ellen Nielsen had to struggle 
hard as a Christian missionary teacher 
to the Chinese people. Gangs of robbers 
were encountered, a terrible cholera 
epidemic ravaged the province. Then 
came the Japanese occupation and, later 
on, the invasion of the Communists. 
Through all these trials Ellen learned 
to preserve herself in that castle of 
peace in which her mind was “stayed 
on thee. . .” 

The chief characteristic of Ellen Niel- 
sen was an indomitable courage in the 
midst of trials. With true queenly de- 
meanor she demonstrated confidence 





and patience, even when her great life 
work seemed destined to ruin. 

The Communists took charge of her 
schools, confiscating the properties. Yet 
she did not want to leave the place 
where she had labored for over fifty 
years. She was allowed two rooms in 
one of the school buildings where she 
could live her own life, although she 
was deprived of any influence in the 
schools. There she lived, a lonely and 
isolated missionary, in the immense sea 
of China’s millions, year after year 
testifying for her Lord to those who 
came to visit her, and dedicating her 
life to intercession. 

Miss Nielsen’s heart was so inter- 
twined with the Chinese people that 
she could not leave them when all 
other missionaries abandoned China. As 
a Chinese citizen (since 1931), she had 
decided to remain, although her mission 
board in Denmark asked her to come 
home. The letters that she sent to her 
native land always breathed confidence 
and cheerfulness. 

On her eighty-ninth birthday, July 
17, 1960, Miss Ellen Nielsen departed 
from this life to be forever with her 
Lord whom she had served so faith- 
fully for sixty-two years of her life in 
China. The Danish Mission Society re- 
ceived notice of her death through the 
Danish ambassador in Peking. She had 
died of heart failure. 

That heart that had beat for China 
during more than threescore years in 
missionary service there was buried in 
the soil of her adopted land, as was 
that of David Livingstone in his. But 
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% THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Acts 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the 
whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed 
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men:among the brethren: 


30 So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle: — 

31 Which when they ‘had read; they rejoiced for the con- 
solation. . — 

82. And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, 
exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed 
them. 


39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that 
they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas 
took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 

40 And. Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recom- 
mended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 

41 And-he went — Syria and Cilicia, arp Aen er the 
churches. 


Chap. 16:19 And when her masters saw that the hope of 
their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew 
them into the marketplace’ unto the rulers, 








International Uniform Lesson 





SILAS, A TRUSTWORTHY LEADER 


Acts 15:22-41; 16:19-40; 17:1-14; 18:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 1 Peter 5:12; 
printed text, Acts 15:22, 30-32, 39-41; 16:19-25; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 


1 Peter 5:12 


Golden Text.—But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye.— 


1 Pet. 3: i 


20 And brought them to the ‘magistrates, saying, These 
men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city. 

21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to re- 
ceive, neither to observe, being Romans. 

22 And the multitude rosé up together against them: and 
the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to 
beat them. 

23 And when. they had laid many stripes upon them, they 
cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep theni 
safely: 


24 Who, having received such a ‘charge, thrust them into 


the inner prison; and made their feet fast in‘ the stocks, 


25 And at midnight ‘Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 


praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 


1 Thess. 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
church .of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peaee, 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 Pet. 5:12 By guvenni a faithful eatine ae you, as I 
suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that 
this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 






















The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS significant that that great mis- 
TP sscoary-apocti Paul, ever -sought 

to associate younger workers with 
himself in his ministry.: He was no 
severe individualist who found it im- 
possible to work with others. On the 
contrary, he delighted to be yoked with 


God” (Col. 4:11) and to lead a team of 
men in Christian service. Thus their 
various spiritual abilities complemented 
one another. 

Among these younger associates were 
men such as Luke, Gaius, Tychicus, 
Trophimus, Mark, Timothy, and Silas. 
They were of a variety of backgrounds, 
racially, culturally and temperamen- 
tally. But they were united as an ef- 
fective working team by a common love 
and loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

Highly distinguished among these as 
a leader was Silas. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 15:22—“Then pleased it the 
apostles and elders ... to send chosen 
men of their own company to Antioch 

. namely, Judas .. . and Silas, chief 
men among the brethren.” The great 
Jerusalem conference over the relation 
of the Gentile converts to the Law of 
Moses had just been settled. This ques- 
tion had seriously disturbed the church 
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“fellowworkers unto the kingdom of : 


at Antioch, and now that it was- settled, 
it was of supreme importance that the 
conclusions. be conveyed to the Gentile 
Christians there. And so, not only were 
Barnabas. and: Paul sent ‘back, but also 
two men of their own company who 
enjoyed a place: of highest . esteem— 
Judas and Silas.. If these had not ac- 


-companied Barnabas and Paul there 
. might have arisen in the minds of the 


dissenters: some suspicion of forgery. 

Verse 30.—“So ... they came to An- 
tioch: and when they had gathered the 
multitude together, they delivered the 
epistle.” We may be sure that the four 
men lost no time in returning to An- 
tioch.. The brethren there would be 
anxious to learn the apostolic decision, 
and, hence, on the arrival of the dele- 
gation, the large congregation gathered 
for the announcement. 

Verse 31—“Which when they had 
read, they rejoiced for the consolation.” 
The reading - of .the communication 
brought both relief and boundless joy 
to this Gentile chureh. Their liberty 
was now assured. They were not to be 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day” 
(2 Tim. 1:12). 




















in. bondage to the Mosaic ordinances. 
This letter was their Magna Charta. 


Verse 32—“‘And Judas and Silas, be- 
ing prophets also themselves, exhorted 
the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed them.” The two Jerusalem 
delegates, Judas and Silas, were also 
gifted prophets, and it has been as- 
sumed that they had already been of 
the Seventy whom the Lord Jesus had 
sent out on an earlier day (see Luke 
10:1). Be that as it may; they were 
men of earnestness and piety who took 
a deep personal interest in the spiritual 
health of the saints. They therefore 
exhorted and confirmed, or strength- 
ened, them. 


Verse 39—“And the contention was 
so sharp between them, that they de- 
parted asunder one from the other: 
and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed 
unto Cyprus.” This makes sad read- 
ing. Paul and Barnabas, on the thresh- 
old of their second great missionary 
journey, dissolved partnership because 
of their disagreement over the proposal 
to include Mark in the party. (Mark. 
had deserted the work on the first 
journey, Acts 13:13.) Barnabas, who 
was related to the younger man, parted 
from Paul and sailed to his native Cy- 
prus. 


Verse 40.—“And Paul chose Silas, and 
departed, being recommended by the 


‘brethren unto the grace of God.” Paul 


here took the initiative in the matter 
of Silas’s call to foreign missionary. 
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work, but this was confirmed by the 
Antioch brethren. It is clear that these 
two men enjoyed the full confidence of 
the church, and the fact that this is ex- 
plicitly stated may be designed to con- 
trast its approval of Paul and Silas’s 
action’ with the action of Barnabas. 

Verse 41—“‘And he went through 
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
churches.” It is interesting to see that 
there were churches in these two pro- 
vinces, though the Acts supplies no in- 
formation about how and when they 
were formed. Tarsus, Paul’s home 
town, was in Cilicia, of course, and he 
must have experienced particular joy 
in strengthening these companies of 
new believers. 

Chap. 16:19.—“‘And when her masters 
saw that the hope of their gains was 
gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and 
drew them into the marketplace unto 
the rulers.” Paul had just cast a de- 
mon out of a female slave through the 
name of Jesus Christ. This girl had 
been a source of rich profit to her un- 
scrupulous masters because of her sa- 
tanically supplied ability to predict the 
future. These men, now realizing that 
their business was ruined, vented their 
rage on the two leading missionaries by 
dragging them to the public market 
place, where the crowds assembled and 
the magistrates sat. Apparently Luke 
and Timothy, who had also become 
members of the team, escaped the at- 
tack. 


Verse 20—“And brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, being 
Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city.” 
This bitter accusation, reinforced by 
their hatred of foreigners, was designed 
to excite the wrath of the officials. 


Verse 21.—“And teach customs, which 
are not lawful for us to receive, neither 
to observe, being Romans.” The citi- 
zens of Philippi were Romans because 
their city enjoyed the privileged status 
of a colony (see v. 12). The charges 
preferred against the preachers were 
completely false. The Jews were never 
too popular with the Gentile authorities 
at any time, and the accusers sought to 
capitalize on this fact. : 


Verse 22—“And the multitude rose 
up together against them: and the mag- 
istrates rent off their clothes, and com- 
manded to beat them.” The mob was 
now thoroughly inflamed, and the of- 
ficials, on having the preachers’ clothes 
torn off their backs, ordered that they 
be beaten with rods (see A.S.V.). 
There was no investigation of the truth- 
fulness. of the charges, nor even the 
semblance of a trial granted them. 
This was a glaring violation of Roman 
justice. 5 

Verse 23.—“‘And when they had laid 
many stripes upon them, they cast them 
into prison, charging the jailor to keep 
them safely.” The punishment of the 
lictor’s rods was of unusual severity, 
and we may be sure that this was one 
of the three occasions when Paul was 


.80 beaten (see 2. Cor. 11:25). Their 


backs lacerated and bleeding, the two 
missionaries were now committed to 
the city jailer, who was given a special 





August 5, 1961 (Lesson for August 20) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


7. August 13—John Mark, a Young 

issionary. Acts 12:12, 25; 138: 

4, 5, 18; 15:36-39; Colossians 
4:10, 11; 2 Timothy 4:11b; 1 Peter 5:13 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 27.—Lydia, a Christian Busi- 
ness Woman. Acts 16:11-40 
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order that they be subjected to maxi- 
mum security treatment. 

Verse 24.—“Who, having received such 
a charge, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks.” The nature of the order re- 
sulted in the most severe precautions 
being taken. The inner dungeon, 
normally reserved for the worst of out- 
casts, would be dark, damp, and vile. 
Their feet being clamped in the stocks 
would add to their extreme discomfort. 


Verse 25.—“And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard them.” 
Midnight would be the blackest hour. 
Sleep was out of the question. Their 
bodies must have been racked with 
pain and their heads throbbing. But in 
spite of all this they prayed and even 
glorified their God by joyously singing 
praises unto Him. “And the prisoners 
were listening to them” (A.S.V.). This 
was surely a new sound to their ears! 

1 Thess. 1:1—‘“Paul, and Silvanus, 
and Timotheus, unto the church of the 
Thessalonians .. . Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Silvanus was 
Silas, of course, and here he is associ- 
ated with two other founders of the 
Gentile church. The Acts relates that 
these three servants of God were the 
human instruments in the evangelizing 
of Thessalonica (see Acts 17:1-9). 

1 Pet. 5:12—“By Silvanus, a faithful 
brother unto you, as I suppose, I have 
written briefly ...” Silvanus (Silas) 
was evidently the bearer of Peter’s first 
letter to the Jewish believers who were 
scattered throughout Asia Minor, and 
was one who was not only well-known 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
HY was Silas sent from Jerusalem 
to Antioch? 

2. What spiritual gift did he have? 

3. By what name is Silas also called 
in the New Testament? 

4. Who chose him for missionary 
work? 

5. What did Paul and Silas do in the 
Philippian prison? 

6. What Gospel message did they 
give to the convicted jailer? 

7. What Gentile church did Silas 
help to found? 

8. What godly é¢xample did Paul and 
Silas set while among these new Chris- 
tians? 

9. Was Silas, as a prominent leader 
of the church, exempt from suffering? 

10. How does Peter refer to Silas? 
(Answers on page 614) 


but who was also held in high esteem. 
This is emphasized by the high recom- 
mendation that Peter gives him here. 
Thus a respected brother bears a most 
important Christian document. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Silas possessed not only the gift of a 
prophet (see Acts 15:32) but he was 
wholly. committed to the leading of the 
Lord, even though that leading might 
take him into places of gravest danger. 
His experiences with Paul, as well as 
with Luke and Timothy, brought him 
to grips with the cruelest forms of 
paganism, and enabled him to see a 
complete demonstration of the super- 
natural life-changing power of the 
Christian evangel. 

No slacker or turncoat was Silas. In- 
deed, he was a trusted leader. He ex- 
perienced “the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God” (2 Tim. 
1:8). On the one hand, he learned that 
sometimes the Lord permits His serv- 
ants to suffer trouble, even terrifying 
hatred and persecution; and on the 
other, He sometimes performs a mirac- 
ulous deliverance. 

Silas shared not only in the evange- 
lizing of pagan fields but also in the 
establishing of Christian churches in 
these areas. He was a cofounder of 
that great church at Thessalonica, 
where he and his associates, Paul and 
Timothy, lest they should prove bur- 
densome to the saints, provided for 
their own needs by working with their 
hands (see 1 Thess. 2:8, 9). As true 
undershepherds, they were prepared to 
give themselves in sacrificial service 
for the welfare of the sheep. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Silas the honored delegate (Acts 15: 
22-35) , 

2. Silas the fearless missionary (Acts 
15:36-41; 16:19-40; 17:1-14; 18:5) 

3. Silas the earnest counselor (1 Thess. 
1:1; 1 Pet. 5:12) 


Topics for Development 

The Relation of Spiritual Gift and 
True Spirituality. Silas was a distin- 
guished Christian leader in both the 
churches at Jerusalem and Antioch (see 
Acts 15:22). Despite this distinction 
and prominence, however, he was cer- 
tainly not above getting his hands dirty 
for Christ’s sake! He knew nothing 
about such an artificial thing as “the 
dignity of the cloth.” 

One of the afflictions of present-day 
Christian service is religious profession- 
alism: the attitude that assumes that 
because one possesses some position in 
religious circles, he is therefore entitled 
to recognition and certain privileges 
and guarantees. And in connection 
with this the officeholder is certainly 
exempt from dishonor and suffering. 

In such an atmosphere the office tends 
to magnify the man rather than the 
man the office (see Rom. 11:13). 

The possession of a spiritual gift does 
not necessarily guarantee that the 
gifted one is spiritual. Men such as 
Balaam and Saul in the Old Testament, 
and Caiaphas (see John 11:49-52) in 
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the New, illustrate the point. These 
men commercialized or prostituted their 
God-given endowments. Their influ- 
ence was a bane rather than a blessing. 

The true prophet, on the other hand, 
will bring to bear. the truth of God on 


everything that is contrary to the will 


of God. His words will often be reé- 
proving and sharp. They will pierce 
and expose. They will subdue and cor- 
rect. And this will arouse antagonism, 
‘of course. The sinner will not readily 
part with his sins. 

The minister who is truly spiritual 
will therefore suffer at times. His min- 
isterings will be the direct occasions 
for such sufferings. This is why all of 
Heaven’s prophets have been persecuted 
by man. Furthermore, this is: why they 
will be surely rewarded by God. 


Practical Applications 


It is instructive to notice the gen- 
erous. way in which the various min- 
isters refer one to another in the New 
Testament epistles. In his remarks to 
his: readers concerning Silas, Peter de- 
scribes him as “a faithful brother” (1 
Pet. 5:12). In the original text the in- 
definite article is replaced by the de- 
finite: “the faithful brother” (A.S.V., 
marg.). Silas was. evidently well- 
known for his fidelity. Then, too, Peter 
alluded to Paul as “our beloved brother 
Paul” (2 Pet. 3:15). And Paul him- 
self, while avoiding extravagance, spoke 
of his associates in the Gospel in the 
most appreciative terms (see Col. 4:7, 
9-14; 2 Tim. 4:11). 

When the brethren at Jerusalem sent 
the four-man delegation to Antioch, 
they described them as “men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name. of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 15:26). 

All this stands in sharp contrast with 
the way we frequently refer to certain 
servants of Christ today. How often 
we describe: these servants in critical 
terms. How often we belittle them by 
pointing out their weaknesses, and es- 
pecially so if that brother or that sister 
has stumbled somewhere along the 
path. A careless, derogatory word or 
two may so destroy a brother’s. repu- 
tation that years would be required to 
repair it. If Satan, our relentless ad- 
versary, can undermine confidence in 
some Christian messenger by my 
tongue, then he has largely undermined 
confidence in the message. This is very 
serious. 

Let us be on-our guard to avoid evil 
speaking and slander. Let us speak 
appreciatively of Christ’s servants and 
thus keep the Spirit’s unity “in the 
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). 


Golden Text 


1 Peter 3:14—“But and if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye.” 
So often’ we Christians suffer for our 
own sins and our own blunders. In 
this case. we can blame no one but our- 
selves.. But when we suffer because of 
fidelity to righteousness, then our con- 
science commends us and we are con- 
sequently happy. 

NortH PaLm Beacu, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, 
chief men among the brethren” (Acts 


15;22).—Jerusalem, having been the 
center. of Church activity, was ‘blessed 


with a goodly. number of gifted men, 


as apostles, prophets, and teachers. 

On this first mention of Silas, it is 
interesting to find him one of the chief 
men in that group of prominent men. 
His birth, parents, conversion, and call 
to the prophetic office are not recorded. 
He is abruptly introduced to us as our 
lesson calls him, “a trustworthy leader,” 

The Lord does not always find it 
necessary, aS biographers seem to, to 
reveal a leader’s past -history. (Con- 
sider Melchizedek and Elijah as ex- 
amples.) 

“|. Silas . . . exhorted the brethren 
with many words, and confirmed them” 
(Acts 15:32) .—The “many words” of this 
inspired teacher are not recorded, but 
the effect of them is revealed. The 
brethren were confirmed in the: truth 
of justification by: faith without the 
deeds of the law (see vv. 5-11). 

Thank God for every “Silas” in the 
Church today who  can_ confirm, 
strengthen, and establish believers in 
the truth; that if salvation is “by grace, 
then is it no more of works: otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace” (Rom. 
11:6). , 

Dr. Ironside was such a “Silas.” He 
said: I was talking to a large group 
at a college one day and an illustration 
came to my mind which I think all the 
co-eds understood. I said, “Just imagine 
one of you girls working your way 
through college. You have very little 
with which to do. There is going to 
be some great affair and all are sup- 
posed to be nicely dressed for this oc- 
casion. You go down to the ten cent 
store and buy a few yards of. cheap 
material and try to make a: nice little 
gown so that you can go to that func- 
tion. But you have never had much 
training as a seamstress and you have 
a lot of trouble! 

“Then one day Lady Bountiful visits 
you; you have. always dreamed about 


ther, but. never expected to see her. 


She says, ‘Look, I want you to go down 
town with me.’ You go, wondering 
why she should be interested in you, 
and then she. takes you into one of. the 
most beautiful outfitting establishments 
in the city. 

“She says, ‘Now, my dear, pick out 
any dress you please—a gown for your- 
self, any one that you like.’ 

“Your fancy for color leads you to 
select a certain one and you say, ‘I 
think that would be very becoming.’ 

“‘All right,’ she says to the saleslady, 
‘How much is it?’ The answer is, ‘Sev- 
enty-five dollars!’ 











“‘Oh,’ you say, ‘that price is alto- 
gether beyond a poor girl like me,’ 

“But that is all right,’ she says, ‘you 
like it and you are going to have it.’ 

“Imagine the girl coming back to her 
little room, seeing the poor old figured 
goods at which she had been working 
so long. She gets the new one out and 
tries it on and parades up and down 
before the glass. Finally, she calls in 
the other girls and says, ‘Oh, now I 
shall be found not having my own 
dress, this poor inexpensive thing, but 
this beautiful gown that has been given 
to me so freely!’ 

“Paul looked at it that way. He had 
been trying to work out his righteous- 
ness himself, trying to make a beauti- 
ful garment in which to stand before 
God;.but when he got sight of the risen 
Christ, and. learned that every believer 
is made the righteousness of God in 
Christ, he said, ‘Away with that thing 
of my own providing, now that I can 
be dressed up in the righteousness 
which is of God. in Christ.’” 


“And Paul chose Silas, and departed” 
(Acts 15:40).—The old saying, “What is 
one man’s loss is another man’s gain,” 
applies here. What Mark lost, Silas 
gained—the great privilege of accom- 
panying Paul, and laboring with him 
on this second missionary journey, 


‘which ultimately took them to Europe! 


“And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises” (Acts 16:25). 
—Silas proves himself to be of martyr 
mettle along .with the Apostle Paul. 
Instead of murmuring and complain- 
ing, they prayed and sang praises. 


“But and if. ye suffer for righteous- 
ness’ sake, happy are ye” (1 Pet. 3:14). 
—Paul and Silas are outstanding ex- 
amples of this Golden Text. 

Multitudes of Christians today are 
suffering for righteousness’ sake in Si- 
beria, and in salt mines, in prison camps 
and in concentration camps. We praise 
God. for all among them who can pray 
and sing in the midst of their severe 
persecutions. 

Believers must not forget the text: 
“For unto you it is given in the behalf 
of Christ, not only to believe on him, 
but also to suffer for his sake” (Phil. 
1:29). 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsTED HyMNS 


“Ye Servants of God, Your: Master Proclaim” 
“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted” 
“QO Jesus, I Haye Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast ever been the re- 
fuge of Thy people, we thank Thee 
Thou art worthy of our complete trust 
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‘Ito- _ and ask for an unfaltering reliance on lieved in the Lord, and who therefore Timothy stayed on there for a time, 
me,’ Thee. and Thy saving help. Give us a _had eternal life. as we learn from Acts .17:14.. © 
you deeper love for our Saviour, impelling Silas is the one for today. . What do In both 1 Thessalonians 1:1 and 2 
it,’ us to live for Him who died for us. you know about him? (Wasn’t he Thessalonians 1:1, Silas is associated 
her Bless our study of this.lesson and use Paul’s companion when they were in with Paul, as participating in the epis- 
ired it to make us good soldiers of Jesus jail,, and there was an earthquake?) tles he wrote to that church. Silas is 
cing Christ, willing to take our share of toil Yes. What else do you know about called Silvanus here. Young’s Con- 
and and hardship for Him. Increase the him? (Paul chose him for a compan- cordance says that Silas is.a contracted 
wn number of those who serve Thee first ion, when Barnabas took Mark and _ form of Silvanus. 
; in and foremost and use them to turn went somewhere else.) Right: We Read 1 Peter’5:12. The Apostle Peter 
w I many to Jesus Christ. Give Thy learned that last Sunday, didn’t we? is sending one of his epistles by the 
wn Church men of understanding who are Turn to Acts 15:22. This verse lets hand of Silas. Why? (Because he be- 
but gifted in leadership for our times. us know that he was two things that . lieves him to be a faithful brother.) 
ven Raise Thy standard against the dark start with a “c.” (Chosen and chief.) Faithfulness is one of the virtues most 
powers of evil. Deal gently with those Yes, Silas was one of the two men _ highly prized by our Lord. We read 
had who bear heavy burdens or fight losing chosén-by the apostles, elders, and the that Abraham was faithful, Moses was 
us- battles with temptation. Give them great church of Jerusalem, to accom- faithful, and many others. And re- 
uti- strength and victory through our living pany Paul and Barnabas as they went member the words of praisé given His 
ore Saviour. Go with us into a new week to deliver an important letter to the servants in Matthew 25:21, 23, are for 
sen and keep us walking in Thy ways and Gentiles. Why was Silas a chosen man? faithfulness. 
ver doing Thy will, mercifully pardoning One reason was that he was a chief Silas was chosen, chief, a prophet,. a 
in our sins, through the merit and sacrifice man, or leader in the Jerusalem church. praying, praising, faithful man. As we 
ing of our Lord and Saviour. Amen. He must have been both godly and read these fine things about Silas, let 
can gifted. us realize that we can be all of these 
ess FoR THE BLACKBOARD Read Acts 15:30-32. Here we learn things, too. Each of us can become the 
that Silas was a prophet. Turn to.1_ kind of person who will. be chosen by 
od” A Teustwortny ERVANT Corinthians 14:3. to see what. that some choice friend, or chosen for a po- 
. te AVIOUR means. Silas exercised his gift of sition of responsibility. Each of us can 
in.” : prophesying in Antioch. be ~! leader for God. All of us can 
bn ; ’ From Acts 15:33, 34 we leave that speak to edification, exhortation, and 
si After the Lesson.—Paul chose Silas ‘gijas chose to stay longer in Antioch.. comfort. We may not speak to audi- 
reel ie —. = pp lar yp se He not only preached to this church ences,-but we can speak to individuals, 
ey, Silas proved a “trusty brother,” as Peter agin leckned to love the people, so and be a a be om an <9 
oa , he stayed with them longer than he CaM pray and praise in every circum- 
| wrote years later (1 Pet. 5:12, NEB). pag to, to deliver the message. stance. And every servant of God can. 
las Trusty means dependable, and that Silas Now read Acts 15:40.’ Here Silas is be faithful. Some day we will hear 
D). certainly was, a worker Paul could - phy he eur Master say to Silas, “Well don 
. : chosen again, this time to be a com- y one, 
tyr rely upon. The thing that made Silas. cn ts the Aneiie te & ¢ good and faithful servant.” Will he 
jul. _ a “trusty brother” was his own com- Ree SS See: See cenry. eee h ‘the Lord th ? 
. : my pupils at school are chosen’ fre- . hear the Lord say that to each of us? 
in- plete trust in God. When he and Paul cae tn th - & Fenwpare: Wase 
were .unjustly and cruelly beaten at > = 4 abi Poe na: h " T ae P : 
49. Philippi; the two sang praises at mid- wien an Bes feet 8 ory: sinh 
, ; : > yet been 
4). night in their dungeon. You just can- pe ” Why is this? The child 
vies not.defeat a spirit like that. The secret pecmen = _ a 
; of it was that they knew the joy of chosen <fianest ére those. who see 
-_ having Christ as their Saviour and were ee ee = —s — 
Si- confident that God works all things to- Ww hi j Saucers 
ps gether for good to-those that love Him ‘i e read. next of him in Philippi. 
(Rom. 8:28). When the jailer himself There Paul had cast a demon out of a 
ise : : girl Now read Acts 16:19-25. Here 
ay was converted to Christ that night,. Sil t th h horribl : 
Re those bruised and bleeding missionaries as went wrougn a horrible experi- Ren. dtien Saini 
proved that God does indeed work all yarn —— tee of any ee r Junior leacners 
: things together for good ends as we oiling, he and Faul were dragge Ruth E. Dow 
i a See, SOR, Sen, es - ae Se pe pg "apet bese ask, A za Who Risked His Life 
- — pray tee lysed ag = pea — foul-smelling dungeon, and their feet (Acts 15:22, 23a, 25-27; 16: 19b-25) 
Ml. ter’s service. Keep steadily trusting fastened into stocks. In great bodily AVE you ever carried an important 
and obeying your Lord, as Silas did, ™isery and suffering, what. did Silas message for your mother or 
and you, too, will win the. esteem of - 40? He might have said, “Look what teacher or principal? Silas carried im- 
others as a “trusty brother.” Better YoU got me into, Paul! Why didn’t you portant messages more than once. He - 
still, you will win at last your: Master’s let that girl alone? You didn’t have to wrote them for other people, too. Silas 
“Well done, thou good and faithful cast the demon out.of her! See all the gave God his hands, his feet, his voice, - 
servant.” trouble it made. I wish I’d never his whole life to use! 
agreed to come with you.” But he did The first sight we have of Silas is in 
Ocean Park, B. C., Can. not say that: Too uncomfortable to Jerusalem at a church conference that 
sleep, Silas did not complain, but joined had just decided an important question. 
Paul in praying and in singing praises Everyone read Acts 15:22 and find out 
to God. I wish we had time to.read the if Silas was important in. the Jerusalem 
rest of the story about the earthquake, church. In what two ways did the 
and the conversion of the jailer, but we conference send its decision to ‘people 
must go on. far away? Read verse 23 to find one 
Read Acts 17:4. Here we learn that way; verse 27 to find the second. Now 
the believers in Thessalonica “consorted on your map find Antioch (in Syria), 
nm” ; with Paul and Silas.” They must have and use the scale of miles ‘to see how 
My Teen-Age Class found Silas, as well- as Paul, friendly far Silas and his partner had to walk 
— and ‘approachable. There was a riot in with Paul and Barnabas, carrying that 
d, By Vivian D. Gunderson Thessalonica over Paul and Silas by letter. Besides telling about the con- 
e- ODAY we will review John 3:14-17. the people who did not believe, so the . ference, how did Silas use his mouth 
ee This quarter we are having lessons brethren sent them on to Berea. Paul forthe Lord? (vv. 30, 32.) 
st about Bible men and-women who be-_ soon had to. leave Berea, but Silas and Then after a while Paul and Barna- 
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WANTED: a missionary organization in down- 
town Philadelphia needs a typist or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 
for effective Christian service.. Pleasant atmosphere, 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. 540, e 
wong School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 
, Pa. 


Christian Gift Shop for Sale 


In the beautiful White Mountains. Small shop with 
modest Bible corner which could be expanded. 
Complete line of gifts— and specializing in a 
roduct mentioned in the Bible — honey — in all 
orms. Shop, business, and an acre of land $12,000 
— grossing $10,000 or better. Adjoining 4 room 
house available for $5,000. Write, call or see Mrs. 
Martha Herbert. The Honey Skep, 
N. H. Phone Va. 3-5211 
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100°,. 6 Bex 38 
te SO AERETS TOWN CARD CO, SHEPHERDSTOWN. PA. 











bas had a disagreement over taking 
John Mark on their second trip. Who 
remembers about that? Whom did 
Paul choose for his new partner? (v. 
40.) Point out on the map where Silas 
went with Paul. Farther and farther 
they went (indicate on the map their 
progress through Asia Minor), but the 
Lord did not let them go where they 
planned. Then Paul had a dream—a 
vision—and they knew where to go. 
Who knows about that dream, and 
where they went? Next Sunday we 
will hear about the first person to be- 
come a Christian in that new country. 


Does someone know what happened 
in that city, so that Paul and Silas 
were thrown into prison? It is hard 
to understand, when they were doing 
God’s work right where He wanted 
them, why God should let these faith- 
ful men be treated so. Read the pun- 
ishment given them (16:22-24). The 








full COLOR, large size. 


into compact roll. 


STORY-O-GRAPHS. 


FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
Graph Bible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 


13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T 
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Emphasizing practical resources for 
New Testament Christian living through 


the power of the indwelling Christ. 


the eighth annual 
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widen your understanding 


ENJOY GOOD GOSPEL MUSIC! 


listen each sunday 
over ABC and MUTUAL nelworks 





RADIO BIBLE CLASS 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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bodies they had given to God for His 
work were so sore from the hard beat- 

ing! Their feet that had walked so 
many hundreds of miles over hills, 
through rivers, along city streets now 
stretched out in such an uncomfortable 
position! But there was still one thing 
they could use for God even in prison. 
Their tongues! How? (v. 25.) Not curs- 
ing their troubles like the other pris- 
oners! And did the other prisoners see, 
or rather, hear the difference? You 
know what happened next—an earth- 
quake! A scared jailer! Before morn- 
ing a Christian jailer and family! 

Next morning Silas and Paul were 
let out of prison, and were on their 
way again. But everywhere they went, 
they risked their lives for God! Some 
people always hated to hear about the 
Lord Jesus Christ! There were narrow 
escapes. But always, too, there were 
some people who were glad to hear 
the message, and became Christians, 
and a new church would be started. 
One place was Thessalonica (map). 
Later these traveling missionaries wrote 
letters back to the churches. See their 
names at the beginning of the two let- 
ters to the Thessalonians. (Silvanus is 
the full form of the name, while Silas 
is a shortened form—like Thomas and 
Tom—use an illustration from names 
in the class.) Paul probably dictated 
the letters and Silas used his pen to 
write them down. Did Silas write let- 
ters for anyone else? (1 Pet. 5:12.) 

I wonder how many times during the 
long miles on foot before Silas reached 
a city where there might be trouble 
coming, he remembered God’s promise 
to another man who had great dangers 
to face: “Be strong and of a good cour- 
age; ... for the Lord thy God is with 
thee” (Josh. 1:9, Memory Verse). 
Then, too, in that very letter Silas car- 
ried from Peter to faraway Christians 
were the words, “But and if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye” 
(1 Pet. 3:14, Golden Text). Yes, Silas 
was happy! He. could sing in jail! 
Nothing makes a person so happy as 
to be doing God’s work, whether car- 
rying a’ message, telling about the Lord 
Jesus, singing a hymn, or writing a let- 
ter for the Lord’s people. 

Have you given your life to the Lord 
Jesus—your hands, your feet, your 
tongue? 

Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department we, Ay had upon request from 


the Editors, e Sunday — Times, 
$25 °N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
A list of the lessons for the "year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Prayer Witness.—But and if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye 
(1 Pet. 3:14, Golden Text). When about 





sixteen, Pastor J. H. Crowell shipped on 
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a sailing vessel. He was the only Chris- 
tian in a crew of twelve. Before leav- 
ing home he promised his mother he 
would pray three times a day. Reg- 
ularly he went below and prayed aloud. 
The crew threw wood at him and 
poured buckets of water on him but he 
continued praying. Then they tied him 
to the mast and laid thirty-nine stripes 
on his back. Still he prayed. They 
tied a rope around his body and threw 
him overboard. He swam as best he 
could. And when he took hold of the 
side of the ship, they pushed him off 
with a pole. At last his strength gave 
way. He prayed that God would for- 
give them, and called out: “Send my 
body to my mother and tell her that I 
died for Jesus.” He was then pulled on 
deck unconscious, but after some time 
came to. Conviction began to grip the 
sailors. Before night two of them were 
converted. Within a week every one on 
board, including the captain, was saved. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


An Indian’s Exhortation——And Judas 
and Silas, being prophets also them- 
selves, exhorted the brethren (Acts 15: 
32). An Indian, who had become a 
Christian, on his way to church passed 
some British soldiers who thought they 
would joke with him. “Hello, Sammy,” 
they called. “How’s Jesus this morn- 
ing?” The Indian stopped and looked at 
them. “You Sahibs come from a great 
country that has known Jesus a long 
time. It is your country that has given 
us this Book to teach us of Him,” and he 
held up his Bible. “You ask how Jesus 
is this. motning. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
Two of the soldiers could not sleep that 
night. The next day they went to the 
Indian and said, “We could not rest un- 
til we gave ourselves to Jesus. You 
brought us to Him.”—From The Pres- 
byterian. . Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Psalm in a Saloon—And when her 
masters saw that the hope of their gains 
was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, 
and drew them into the marketplace 
unto the rulers (Acts 16:19). During 
the Revival of 1859 in Northern Ireland, 
an entertainer who was very popular in 
the saloons was saved. One evening a 
band of roughnecks tried to force him 
to perform for them, and carried him to 
his former place at the saloon. “Now, 
Robbie, give us a good rousing song,” 
one of them said. “All right,” said 
Robbie, quick to seize the opportunity 
to witness for his newly found Saviour. 
‘TH sing for you, boys, on one condi- 
tion, and that’s that you give your word 
nobody will interrupt, until I finish the 
Song.” “Fair enough,” said the leader 
of the men. And Robbie began to sing 
a8 no one had ever heard him sing be- 
fore, the 40th Psalm. When he came to 
the verse, “He put a new song in my 
mouth, our God to magnify; Many shall 
See it, and shall fear, and on the Lord 
rely,” there was a hush in the saloon, 
and conviction fell on some of the men. 
God was honored, and the heart of 
faithful Robbie rejoiced a few weeks 
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Providing for loved ones... 


When you go to be with the Lord, 
Moody Survivorship annuities 
provide your loved ones with the 
same regular, generous returns 
that you received during your life- 
time. 

Dividends from securities and 
other investments may fluctuate, 
but your Moody annuity returns 
always remain the same for you 
and your survivors—regardless of 
economic conditions. 

For more than fifty years, the 
Institute has paid all returns in 
full and on time. Annuities are not 
subject to legal controversies—an- 
other guarantee that payments 





‘will be made in full—and without 


the delay so often experienced in 
the administration of estates. 


The story behind “‘Double Dividends” ... 


Not only are you assured of a generous income for life with Moody 
annuities, but you also have the joy and satisfaction of knowing that 
your dollars are being used to help train missionaries, pastors and 
other Christian workers. You will also have a share in Moody’s many 
other soul-winning ministries, including gospel-science films, radio 
and the world-wide distribution of gospel literature. Write today for 
FREE BOOKLET giving the complete story on “Double Dividends.” 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 





Write: Annuity Department 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
Please send me, without obligation: [] “Double Dividends,” the story 
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the hands of Uruguayan 
Hold we the Gospel 


. Bible Coach 
canvasses 250 towns and villages 
house to house with Gospel Fc. 
1,000 enrolled in correspondence 
Bible courses. Help with hom prayers 
to ¢ 

 - in capital city. 
REACHING MULTITUDES Rev. F. V. Dabold 
By open-air meetings, radio, child Founder-Direster 
evangelism, prison work, tract distribution and 
a witnessing. Indigenous churches and First 
ible School in Urugua established. These devoted 
e support of your prayers 








native workers merit 
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Write for FREE news letter today 
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MAN’S 
PEACE 


GOD'S 
GLORY 


Eric S. Fife 


Is the Great Commis- 
sion still relevant in 
our scientific age? If 
so, what should be 
our response? 





How may the Gospel be carried to all the 
world during the lifetime of this generation? 


What kind of men and women are needed 
for the task? 


Man’s Peace, God’s Glory is a practical 
consideration of the whole missionary task, 
suffused by a love for God, for His Word, 
and for His world. It challenges all of us, 
but primarily the Christian student, with 
God’s purpose for the world—the peace 


of man for the glory of God. 144 pages 
Hardbound Paperback 
$3.50 $1.95 
See your bookstore, or write 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
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later to see some of his former pals 
come to the Saviour.—From stories told 
to me in childhood in Northern Ireland. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scarborough, 
Ont., Can. 


Witness in Prison—Who, having re- 


the inner prison, and made their feet 
fast in the stocks (Acts 16:24). In An- 
nam (Vietnam) a Bible school was 
opened in 1921 to prepare young men to 
preach the Gospel. Some of them re- 
signed ‘government positions to come, 
others incurred the wrath of family and 
friends by coming. In 1928, a law was 
passed forbidding anyone to follow the 
Protestant faith, An evangelist who 
continued to preach was arrested while 
standing in the pulpit during an evening 
service. The little group of Christians 
cried to God for him. That night, 
seated on the floor of his cell, with his 
feet fastened in stocks, the young evan- 
gelist made the prison resound with his 
hymns of praise to Got. His happy 
Christian life -bore-fruit for eternity. 
During those days of imprisonment and 
enforced labor, he had the joy of leading 
a dozen of his fellow prisoners to the 
Lord Jesus Christ—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Slight Interruption—They cast them 
into prison (Acts 16:23). The Rev. 
Ignazio Rivera, Baptist minister in 
Florence, Italy, tells of a Christian 
friend of his who, while reading the 
Bible to a group of men, was seized 
and thrown into prison along with those 
who had been listening to him. Calmly 
they went into the prison cell, sat down, 
and continued their service where they 
had stopped. God uses persecution to 
spread His Word, and to prove the met- 
tle of His followers.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Inspiration of a Carol.—At midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them (Acts 16:25). It was Christmas 
Eve, 1944, in a Vienna prison. I had 
been taken there after having been re- 
captured by the Gestapo after escaping 
from a P.O.W. camp. The Nazi prison 
was ruled with a discipline of fear. My 
morale was just about at rock bottom. 
Suddenly I heard a woman’s voice sing- 
ing “Silent Night” from the women’s 
cells across the courtyard. It seemed 
to me to be the most beautiful voice I 
had ever heard. Gradually her voice 
became stronger, clearer, and other 
women’s voices joined hers. One by 
one the male prisoners joined in. until 
there were hundreds of voices all 
quietly harmonizing in that lovely carol. 
The prison guards called out “Ruhe!” 
but, it seemed only halfheartedly, for 
they allowed the carol singing to con- 
tinue. That night there was a peace- 
ful quiet over the prison, and I and the 
others had an unbroken night’s rest. I 
do not know my heroine’s name, nor 
what she looked like, but I will never 
forget her voice.—From F. Fernie. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 





Bay, N. Wales, Eng. Prize illustration. 





ceived such a charge, thrust them into | 











(The questions are on page 609) 

1. To confirm verbally the concly- 
sions of the Jerusalem Council con- 
tained in the letter. 

2. He was a prophet. 

3. Silvanus. 

4. Paul. 

5. They prayed and sang praises. 

6. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” 
(Aets 16:31). 

7. The church of the Thessalonians, 

8. They preached and also supported 
themselves. 

9. Though a gifted prophet, Silas 
suffered much persecution for the Gos- 
pel’s sake. 

10. He refers to Silas as “a faithful 
brother” (1 Pet. 5:12). 
NortH Patm BEacu, Fia. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 20 
3. The Cost of Popularity 
(2 Cor. 6:14-18) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. - 
O ONE enjoys being unpopular, 
and young people especially find it 
difficult to endure the disapproval or 
ridicule of others. It is not pleasant to 
be left out when activities and good 
times are planned. And so most young 
people understandingly strive for popu- 
larity. This third topic in the series on 
“Counsel for Conduct” should help us 
see what is the right kind of popularity, 
how to find it, and how to meet the 
temptation to seek the wrong kind just 
to be “in the swim” with the crowd. 
First, it is important to see that much 
difficulty can be avoided’ if we choose 
the right crowd. Where are you finding 
your friends? The Scripture portion 
chosen for this topic points out the 
danger of being closely associated with 
those who do not love and serve ‘the 
Lord Jesus. As long as we are ‘in. this 
world, we cannot avoid coming in con- 
tact with all kinds of people. We can- 
not and should not shut ourselves up in 
an ivory tower. The associations to 
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Please pray for the staff of .The Sun-. 
day. School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson Series 


This article reviews “Great Personalities of the New Testament. 
By William Sanford LaSor. 


Lives and Times.” 


New Book Appropriate for Current 


By JAMES W. REAPSOME 


Their 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., 


Westwood, N. J., 192 pages, $3.) 


EACHERS interested in securing 

up-to-date background information 
for the current quarter’s lesson series 
(“Personalities of the New Testament”) 
will find Dr. William LaSor’s new book 
an invaluable aid. 

While the benefits of this book are not 
limited to teachers, its contents are par- 
ticularly suited for their use at this 
time. A reading will do much for any 
Christian who wants to improve his un- 
derstanding of the New Testament and 
the spiritual principles operative in the 
lives of God’s servants. 

Dr. LaSor, professor of Old Testament 
at Fuller Theological Seminary, with 
good effect draws upon his knowledge of 
language, history, and culture as well as 
his own travels. In addition he con- 
tributes much by way of footnote ref- 
erences. This is a companion volume to 
his Great Personalities of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

An advantage of this book is that 
while it is strengthened by Dr. LaSor’s 
scholarly background, it is not heavy 
reading. He has a knack for using criti- 
cal study in a popular way so that the 
Scriptures thereby come alive with new 
warmth, meaning, and application. 

These studies were originally given in 


a Sunday school class. There is good 
balance between interpretation and ap- 
plication. In difficult areas he has a 
good sense of honesty and fairness, stat- 
ing his own conclusions but including 
other possibilities. 

Some evangelicals may object to some 
of the author’s conclusions, but at least 
the evidence is there for further study. 
This should make teachers “dig” more 
for themselves. 

“Personalities” covered are John the 
Baptist, Mary the mother of Jesus, 
Jesus, Andrew, Lazarus, Mary, Martha, 
Peter, Stephen, Paul, Barnabas, Mark, 
Luke, Priscilla, Aquila, Timothy, —_— 
Thomas, and John. 


In addition, Dr. LaSor in the opening 
chapter, “The Fullness of Time,” does 
an excellent job of setting the entire 
background for the New Testament. 
The last chapter is entitled “The Tri- 
umphant Christ.” 


This book may be ordered through 
the Times Book Service, 18th and 
Arch Sts., Philadelphia 3. Please 
include 5 per cent additional for 
postage and handling costs. 








which our topic verse refers are those 
we choose and which demarid unity of 
thought and action. It is not difficult 
to see that in close companionship with 
vicious or evil persons, some of their 
bad habits and speech will rub off on 
us. But “unhelievers” may also include 
quite respectable and attractive indi- 
viduals, and even nominal Christians 
who have no sincere faith in Christ or 
belief in His Word. There can there- 
fore, our topic text says, be no true 
fellowship between such and sincere fol- 
lowers of Christ. Their standards of 
conduct will not and cannot be pleasing 
to God, and we will constantly create 
dificult problems and situations for our- 
selves if we try to go along with them. 
Either we will incur their disapproval 
or contempt if we hold true to Christ 
and refuse to share in their opinions 
and activities, or we will meet: the con- 
stant resistance and disapproval of our 
Own consciences if we yield. 

However, let us not suppose that we 
are to have a_holier-than-thou attitude 
or be fanatical or strive to be unpopu- 


lar. We can: be courteous and kind and 


friendly without being intimate with 
unbelievers. Unless we are so, we have 
little chance of showing the attractive- 
hess of the Christian life and winning 
others for Christ.. But we should rec- 


‘Ognize that being a follower of Christ 


costs something. There are associations 
others may have, but we cannot. We 





pay the price of fellowship with Him 
because of its infinite value. 

When making a purchase, we do not 
find it hard to pass up an article of 
cheaper or doubtful value for one 
of better material or workmanship. 
Neither should we find it difficult to 
pass up what the world and popularity 
with worldly persons offer so that we 
may choose the eternal value of follow- 
ing Christ (1 John 2: 15-17; Gal. 5:.19-22). 

Beware, however, of any middle 
ground. We cannot follow Christ and 
still seek popularity with the worldly 
crowd. The Children of Israel foolishly 
thought they could serve Jehovah and 
still cling to the false gods of Egypt and 
Canaan. Joshua brought them up 
sharply with the challenge, “Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve” (Josh. 
24: 14-18). 

Demas, once a faithful believer and 
companion of Paul, when he began to 
love the world forsook Paul and the 
path of service in which God had placed 
him (Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:10). “No man,” 
the Lord Jesus said, “can serve two 
masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one-and despise the other” (Matt. 
6: 24). 

Perhaps a few simple rules will help 
us keep in mind the way of true and 
safe popularity: 

1. Choose your crowd from your 
church and young people’s society, and 































DON'T LET 
HIM DOWN 
WITH AN 

INADEQUATE 
LESSON 


YOU NEED 
SCRIPTURE PRESS 
“TOTAL HOUR" 
TEACHING PLAN 


Make the sands of time work for him 
... for you’... for the glory of God... 
by making that one precious hour per 
week measurably more effective 
through the ToTaLiTy of SINGLE-AIM, 
BIBLE-BASED TOTAL-HOUR TEACHING. 
More hour power—one aim, one truth, 
“Mission accomplished.” 






























Send for your FREE sample lesson packets 
today, or see your local Christian Bookstore. 
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0 Send FREE sample Sunday School les- 
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0 Send me FREE filmstrip, ““Redeemin 
the Time,” complete with record an 
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Were sold in 1953 b s of § 
Clubs, Groups, etc. they enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to a 


SA' 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR / 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 
revised — of the famous McGuffey’s Readers have 
been completed and you can now urchase exact copies at the 
following. low prices POSTPA 

4th Reader... $3.50 


2nd Reader..__.....$2.75 5th Reader... $3.75 
8rd Reader...........$3.25 6th Reader... $4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-8, Rowan, lowa 
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VACATION 
BOUND 


Before you 


pack your bags, be 
sure to pick up several 


eood books 


- +» for enjoyment, relaxation, 
and spiritual refreshment! 
They make wonderful ‘‘compan- 
ions.’’ ‘Visit your CBA bookseller— 
he’ll be happy to help you select 
books to fit your particular needs. 


CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION INC. 







5609 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago 51, Ill. 








A Little Kit of Teacher's Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday 
school teacher. Some Sunday schools 
have provided copies for every 
teacher. Paper bound, 72 pages, 
40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
BOX 177 _- PHILA. 5, PA. 











“A CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL” 


FENWAY 
ACADEMY 


DUNEDIN, FLA. 
V CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
V STRONG FACULTY 
V CO-EDUCATIONAL 
VV REASONABLE RATES 


School plant unsurpassed in beauty, appoint- 
ments, and location . . . Accommodating 200 
fortunate young people of high school age 

. wholesome Christian atmosphere .. . 
abundant recreational opportunities ... A 
safe place for Christian youth. For BULLE- 
TIN write—Dr. W. T. Watson, President, 
Fenway Academy, Dunedin, Fla. 
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avoid even beginning intimate friend- 
ships with unbelievers. 

2. Face frankly and honestly the cost 
of following Christ. 

3. Determine to count all things as 
refuse that you may win Christ and be 
found in Him (Phil. 3:7-12). 

4. Seek daily in His’: Word and in 
prayer His will for the day and take to 
Him every problem and decision. 

5. Seek, first of all, to please God, and 
trust to Him your reputation and pop- 
ularity (2 Tim. 2:15). 


MILLVILLE, DEL. 
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Be Content 
(Continued from page 605) 


sight. “But godliness with content- 
ment is great gain,” Paul assures us, 
reminding us that “we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out; and having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content” 
(1 Tim. 6:6-8). The purpose of God in 
our lives is fulfilled, not by what we 
amass, but by the exercise of steward- 
ship with regard to what we have. 

Then Paul goes on to address himself 
to those who, disregarding his instruc- 
tions, are determined to increase their 
earthly possessions. “But they that will 
be rich,” i.e., those who make that their 
determined objective, “fall into tempta- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition” (v. 9): The 
ambition to increase riches leads people 
into worldly pursuits, and often into 
sinful ways and activities. The means 
become subservient to the end, and 
“sharp deals” are often entered into. 
The term “rich” is elusive, and what we 
now think would satisfy. our yearnings 
proves only a spur to our ambitions 
along this line. Many, in their lust for 
gold, have been led into various crimes, 
and many have sold their souls for base 
gain. 

The acquisition of money, unless we 
have a strictly guarded .heart, leads to 
“the love of money,” which God’s Word 
says, “is a root of all kinds of evil” 
(A.S.V.), and has led many to err from 
the faith, piercing themselves through 
with many sorrows. Wealthy people 
are not always happy or contented, and 
there is hardly a crime common to man- 
kind that some persons will not com- 
mit for money. And even if one never 
commits a serious crime, the demon of 
greed can make one’s life become self- 
centered and earth-bound, occupied 
with getting, rather than the Christian 
principles of giving and serving others 
for the Lord Jesus’ sake. 

Paul’s advice to Timothy was, “But 
thou, O man of God, flee these things” 
(v. 11). Timothy was instructed to 
“fight the good fight of faith,” and to 
“lay hold on eternal life” (v. 12). He 
had it within him as a spiritual vitality, 
but he was to enter into the fullness of 
its blessing by renouncing the things of 
earth and devoting himself to the things 
of Heaven. Paul knew the devastating 





effect upon a child of God of becoming 
occupied with earthly goods, and he and 
other New Testament writers constantly 
urged believers not to allow the spirit 
of the world to pervert their outlook 
on life. Discontent is a form of covet- 
ousness. The constant desire for more 
never produces satisfaction, and in the 
end we leave behind the things we 
hold. 

In the closing verses of Paul’s First 
Letter to Timothy we have advice di- 
rected to those who are rich. Paul 
does not say it is necessarily wrong for 
them to be rich. That depends largely 
on how they obtained the riches, and 
what they do with them. But he warns 
them that they are governed by the 
same rules as their poorer brethren, 
They were not to be high-minded, and 
think their riches gave them superiority 
over others. It is difficult for a rich 
person not to assume a superior atti- 
tude toward those less fortunate in this 
world’s. goods, though such may be 
akove the wealthy brother in spiritual 
grace and fruitfulness. 

Also, they were not to trust in uncer- 
tain riches, which, as Proverbs 23:5 
tells us, “certainly make themselves 
wings,” and fly away. We are to be al- 
ways conscious of the fact that it is the 
living God with whom we have to do, 
who is the Source of all we possess, 


Hence those who are rich in this world’s - 


goods are to see that they are also “rich 
in good works, ready to distribute [to 
the poor], willing to communicate 
{share in the cost of the work of the 
Lord]” (v. 18). In using their money 
in this way, they will be “laying up in 
store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come” (v. 19), for 
they will be laying up treasure in 
Heaven, “where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal” (Matt. 6:20). 
They will also be laying hold of “what 
is really life,’ which is the better read- 
ing in verse nineteen. 

The Christian is a man with a mis- 
sion. The Lord Jesus said, in His 
prayer (John 17:18), “As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world.” Our chief 
concern should be-to be where God 
puts us, and to be there for Him. Paul 
wrote in Philippians 4:11, “I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content.” Whether he 
was in circumstances of abundance 
(and sometimes, in the goodness of God, 
he was), or whether the nature of the 
work in hand caused him to be abased 
—either way, and every way, he says, 
“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 

Paul gives urgency to these things 
when he writes, in 1 Corinthians 7: 29- 
31: “But this I say, brethren, the time 
is short: 
that have wives be as though they had 
none; and they that weep, as though 
they wept not; and they that rejoice, 
as though they rejoiced not; and they 
that buy, as thought they possessed not;. 
and they that use this world as not 


. abusing it: for the fashion of this world 


passeth away.” An alternate rendering 
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is; “They that use this world, as not us- 
vol it to the full”; while still another is, 
“they that use this world as not dispos- 
ing of it as their own.” All of these 
emphasize the fact that all that we have 
is a stewardship, and the Christian is to 
live sacrificially for Christ and for 
others, counting the values of life in 
terms of what awaits us in Heaven. 


E_mwoop Park, ILL. 


Strategy in Missions 
(Continued from page 607) 


confronted as they evangelized the key 
cities of the Graeco-Roman world. The 
churches they planted represented the 
wide stratification of society. They did 
not begin work in rural or primitive 
areas and work toward the cities, seek- 
ing to establish bridgeheads at the low- 
est levels of society. They went directly 
to the cities themselves, and witnessed 
to all classes, as the Lord opened the 
way. Not unusual are those references 
in the Acts to chief women, Jewish 
leaders, key Romans, as well as to the 
common people who heard them gladly. 

What of the working classes within 
these cities? Formerly they were 
farmers. Because they were restless 
and ambitious they came to the cities. 
They, too, must be reached. Mission- 
ary strategists should ponder carefully 
the methods used by the Assemblies 
of God in Latin America. By getting 
close to these working peoples, by put- 
ting all their converts to work, and by 
rigidly carrying out Biblical principles 
of “indigenous church planting,” they 
have had great success in reaching these 
masses for Christ. 

Were Paul and his co-workers alive 
today, and could they appraise world 
missions today, they might ask some 
disturbing questions: 

“Why do you have only ten to 12 
workers laboring in Calcutta with its 
five to six millions? 

“How is it you are doing almost noth- 
ing among Ecuador’s student classes? 
With their university faculties almost 
80 per cent Communist, can’t you see 
the handwriting on the wall? 

“Why are you not giving higher pri- 
ority to producing vigorous literature 
for the 70 million readers of . India— 
when India may go Communist within 
the next few years? 

“How is it you hardly have 20 evan- 
gelical books in the Arabic language, 
when there are more than 100,000,000 
Moslems needing Christ, to whom Ara- 
bic is their mother tongue? 

“Why is there almost no Christian lit- 
erature in the national languages of 
Indonesia, a country of more than 90 
millions?” 

This is a plea for strategy in mis- 
sions. It is not an attack on tribal, 
linguistic, or rural work. One has no 
fear for the future of such work. The 
present momentum of advance will be 
Maintained in the days ahead. But 
one wishes that such significant state- 
ments as Dr. Clyde Taylor’s sweeping 
affirmation were prayed over far more 
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diligently by the evangelical mission- 
ary movement and missionary candi- 
dates today. Without qualification he 
says that “the most urgent missionary 
task in the world today is to win uni- 
versity students in Latin America to 
Jesus Christ.” This is true. The same 
could be said of Asia, of Europe, and- 
Africa. And then the cities. How they 
have been bypassed! These are not 
specious words. They are in line with 
Scripture. They are most strategic as 
we face the need in the world today. 


we 


Sixty-two Years in China 
(Continued from page 607) 


that heart, energized by Christ living 
within, found rebirth in thousands of 
Chinese hearts, in whose memory she 
still lives and labors, through Him who 
is all and in all. 

A true soldier of Jesus Christ, though 
he fade away, can never die, nor can 
that work He has entrusted to him-come 
to nought. In that hope Ellen Nielsen 
remained imprisoned in her own school 
center for ten years, dedicating her life 
to intercession, which was perhaps the 
greatest work she accomplished in her 
long missionary life. For by faith she 
“looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God .. .” 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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Children at Home 





Bula Finds the Way 
By Esther O. Smith 


ULA, a_ twelve-year-old African 

boy, sat cross-legged under a large 
mango tree on the bank of the lake. 
Suddenly he heard the pad, pad of bare 
feet. He looked up and saw Kitutu 
running down the narrow path. 

“What’s your hurry, Kitutu?” Bula 
called. “Come on over and talk with 
me.” 

Kitutu ran over to Bula. “I don’t 
have time to talk, Bula. I have to eat 
my dinner and then go to the chapel to 
practice some choruses. Come on and 
go with me, Bula.” 

“Don’t want to go to the chapel, 
Kitutu,” said Bula as he shook his 
head. 

“You don’t know what you miss, Bula. 
The missionaries certainly give us good 
teaching. Now I know Jesus Christ. I 
am thankful that I have found the way 
to be saved.” 

Bula looked at Kitutu in a thought- 
ful manner and shook his head. “No, 
Kitutu.” 

“Think about it, Bula. 
decide to come tomorrow. 
go now.” 

Kitutu hurried down the path. He 
hoped to get to the chapel in time to 
ask Mister John to pray for Bula. 

Bula felt restless so he got up and 
walked quickly over to the thatched 
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AN EFFECTIVE WITNESS 
TO THE JEWS in many tands: 


Israel, India, Europe, behind the Iron 
Curtain, and in the Americas. The 
Gospel is preached and the love of 
God made a blessed reality to those 
who are burdened and perplexed. Your 
prayerful support is earnestly invited. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Dr. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
1218-S Chestnut ‘Street, 7th floor 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Unique and challenging publication 
ISRAEL MY GLORY sent free upon request. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


© You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win N teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

© More people to be deeply concerned 
about su anti-Christ teaching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs dag helpers, needs 
support to more fully enter open doors 


for 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
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AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast’s ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If yow live. in Canada write to: 
Box 10 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 








BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


Accredited coeducational college preparatory. 
Uncompromising Christian standards. Eighth 
oo 6 fon oe high school. 130-acre campus in 
e mountains of Western North 
a my New classroom building. Full social 
and athletic program. 
Write for catalog 
Mr. A. C. Fortosis, Headmaster 
Asheville, N. C. 


CUMMINS MEMORIAL 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Bishop William H. S. Jerdan, Dean 
Summerville, S. C. 
The only State-chartered Seminary serving 
Negro students and pastors in South Carolina. 
An agency of the Reformed Episcopal Church, 
Missionary Jurisdiction of the South. 


Fall Term Begins: October 3rd, 1961 








Bible Christian Training Institute 
1101 E. 35th St. Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 
* Three-year Bible-centered curriculum 
* Evangelism among New York’s millions 
* Upon graduation open doors for service in 

Europe and North erica, czmong Jews and 

Gentiles, adults and children 

Write for catalog 
Thomas MacDonald, Gen. Dir. 


ELOHIM BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Castile, New York 

Family Bible School for Married Folks! 
One of the Church’s Pe age potentials for 
Christ’s service is in the Bible Believing married 
couples of America who are willing to dedicate 
their lives to HIM and follow that dedication 
with thorough Bible preparation. 75 graduates 
serving CHRIST on 34 home and foreign fields. 

If you mean business with God, write 
Rev. Donald M. Perkins, Box 415, Castile, N. Y. 








CENTRAL C. B. SEMINARY 
2105 Fremont Ave. N. Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

A full three-year course in graduate the- 
ology. Granting the B.D. degree. Approved 
for veterans training. 

Central Conservative Baptist Theological 

eminary 
Dr. Richard V. Clearwaters, President 
Dr. Ernest Pickering, Dean 


Faith Theological Seminary 


“Training 20th Century Reformers” 
« Pre-millennial 
« Evangelical 
«¢ Wholly Scriptural 
Courses leading to B.D., M.R.E., S.T.M. 
For catalogue and _ information: 
FAITH py ene sl re 


Elkins Park 920 SRriedolgt iphia 17, Pennsylvania 








The Sunday School Times is glad 
to commend to its readers sound 
Christian schools and colleges, 23 
of which are advertised on this page 
and the one following. 


GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


Greenville, Illinois 


There’s room for you at Greenville College 
where academic excellence and a warm, spirit- 
ual climate are combined. A friendly, well- 
trained faculty staffs this regionally recognized 
college. Enroll now. 


Write — Clair E. Carey, Director of Admissions 





COLLEGE OF THE ROCKIES 


Campus located in Golden, Colorado 
near scenic Rocky Mountains. 
Co-educational, Interdenominational, 
Christ-Centered, Church Related. 
4-Yr. B.A. in Biblical Education. 5-Yr. Th.B. 

3-Yr. Basic Bible Diploma. 
1- and 2-Yr. Basic Bible Certificates. 
“Education To Evangelize”’ 
Write for information 
Dr. David F. Morgan, President 
Dept.S, Box 3364, Alcott Station, Denver 12, Colo. 


HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 
Zeliwood, Florida 


Developing young people 
Spiritually Mentally Socially Physically 


In the culture and refinement of the Old South 
and the health of Florida sunshine and citrus. 


“Educating for Time and Eternity” 





ILLITERATE INDIANS 


They can only understand the Gospel when it 
is preached and taught in their own tribal 
tongue. We owe them the Gospel. 


For fifty years we’ve been training them. Now 
we need your aid. 

COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
P. O. Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 


A “UNIQUE” SCHOOL 


ee Brown University is called ‘America’s 
most Unique University” because students re- 
ceive more individual instruction and carefully 
planned vocational guidance. Write today for 
-onene, dl information on attending John Brown 
University—In the Beautiful Ozarks. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas 





Covenant College & Seminary 
Robert G. Rayburn, President 

DISTINGUISHED FACULTY—teaching in 

small classes. HIGH STANDARDS—-spiritually 


and academically. CHRIST-CENTERED CUR- 
RICULUM—vith 4-year liberal —y and grad- 
uate theological seminary. STUDENT BODY 
—with abundant wholesome social life and 
extra-curricular activities. 
For further information write 

RUDOLPH SCHMID 


iT, REGISTRAR 
Box 68, Creve Coeur St. Louis 41, Mo. 





THE KING’S COLLEGE 


MATORS ae History, Mathematics, Biol- 
ogy, Education, “M Music, Chemistry, 
Pk ey ‘Physical Education, Modern L Lan- 
ge es, Philosophy, Business Administration, 
2-YEAI 


ology 
2-YEAR DEGREES i in Pre-Nursing, Pre-Dental, 
Secretarial Science. 
For additional information write: 


Registrar, 
The King’s College Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 
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mud hut. As he entered the hut his 
mother said, “I’ve been out hoeing the 
vegetables, Bula. I’m tired. Will you 
go stir the stew for me?” 

“Yes, Mother, I’ll be glad to. Hope it’s 
almost ready. I’m hungry.” 

Bula started to run over to the open 
fire where the stew was cooking in an 
iron pot placed on three stones. Sud- 
denly he slipped and down he fell, 


“Ouch!” Bula cried as he tried to get . 


up. He realized that he had hurt his 
leg badly. 

Tatsime, his mother, heard his cry 
and hurried over to him. “What’s the 
matter, Bula?” 

Bula shook his head and tried again 
to get up. 

“IT have hurt my leg. 
stand up.” 

Just then Tatsime heard someone 
call, “Something wrong with your son, 
Tatsime?” Looking up Tatsime saw 
Mister Paul, one of the missionaries, get 
off his bicycle. 

“Mister Paul, Bula just fell and he 
has hurt his leg. I hope he hasn't 
broken it.” 

“Suppose you let me take Bula to the 
mission station, Tatsime. The doctor 
will be able to help him. We'll be 
glad to keep him with us for a few 
days. Bula will get good care.” 

“I’m glad you came along just at this 
time, Mister Paul. We certainly do 
need your help.. Bula’s father has gone 
hunting and won’t be home today.” 

Mister Paul lifted Bula and placed 
him on the seat of the bicycle. 

“Hold on to the handle bars, Bula. 
I can soon get you to the mission 
station.” 

When they reached the missionary 
station, Mister Paul lifted Bula off the 
bicycle and carried him over to the 
door at the end of the building, which 
led to several rooms where people were 
taken who needed immediate care. 
Mister Paul entered one of the rooms 
and carefully placed Bula on a com- 
fortable bed. 

“I'll go ask Dr. Harris to come and 
look at your leg, Bula. Don’t be afraid, 
I know he'll be able to help you.” 

The next day Bula seemed very 
thoughtful. He had broken his leg and 
he realized that it would be some time 
before he would be able to walk with- 
out crutches. He was pleased to be 
at the missionary station where he was 
under a good doctor’s care. Mister 
Paul had talked to Bula and ‘had told 
him about Jesus Christ and the way of 
salvation. 

That afternoon Bula was surprised 
when he heard a group of boys come 
in the building. He struggled to sit 
up and then managed -to put the pillow 
at his back.. When he looked out the 
door he realized the boys were the 
ones who attended the chapel services. 
The boys had come to sing to the pa- 
tients in the mission station under the 
leadership of-Mister John. 

Bula listened as they sang: 

For ye so loved the world, He gave His 
onl 


Son 
To die on Calvary’s tree from sin to set 
me free. 


I just can't 
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The words seemed to sink into Bula’s. 


heart. Kitutu. was right. Bula felt that 
he should go to the chapel and. get the 


teaching. 
When the boys were ready to leave, 


- Kitutu came over and sat down on the 


foot of Bula’s bed. 

“I.can talk to you now, Bula. How’s 
your leg?” 

“I broke it, Kitutu, but I’m getting 
good care.” 


Bula was silent for a few minutes 
and then he said, “Mister Paul has 
been in to see me. He has talked to 
me and prayed for me. Now I know 
the way to be saved and that is what 
I need.” 

“Bula, I believe you mean that. Now, 
if you’ll accept Christ. as your Saviour 


‘and ask God to forgive your sins, you 


will be saved. That’s the way, Bula.” 

A look of peace covered Bula’s face. 

“That is just what I want to do, 
Kitutu. I need Christ as my Saviour. 
I am thankful for the help I’ve re- 
ceived since I broke my leg, but more 
thankful because I have found Christ. 
I have asked God to forgive my siris. 
Now, Kitutu, I realize that I have 
found the way.” 


HavrRE DE GRACE, Mp. 


has he 
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The Sign of Jonah. By Guenter Rut- 
enborn. (Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
New York 17; $2.50.) This unusual 


drama draws the reader immediately 


into a confusing whirl of allusion, flash 
backs, and shifting centuries: involving 
Nineveh, Babylon, Rome, Berlin, the 
Queen of. Sheba, the Nazis, archangels, 
and Jonah, among other places and 
people. When Milton wrote his Par- 
adise Lost, he said he wanted to “jus- 
tify the ways of God to men:” This is 
what Pastor Rutenborn, a Protestant 
pastor in East Germany, has tried to 
do in his play. Its characters, although 
drawn from the Bible, obviously have 
modern identities. One becomes aware 
Soon enough that the problems and 
guilt of the people of Nineveh are 
identical with today’s problems and 
guilt, and the kaleidoscopic shifting 
from Biblical allusion to modern setting 
begins to havea disturbing meaning. 
The play is in the form of a trial, tak- 
ing place on Judgment Day. The court 
is trying to find out who is guilty of 
casting Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego into the furnace. ‘The crime, of 
course, emerges as the symbol of all 
human sin, and finally everyone in the 
courtroom is revealed as guilty. All 
afe guilty of cruelty and indifference, 
and all offer excuses, the final excuse 
being that God is guilty, since He has 
Made man this way. The Judge then 
Sentences God to become a man, and to 
Walk this earth homeless, lonely, hun- 
ty, and rejected, and to die a horrible 
death, The play ends with the reali- 
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Rt. 1, Box 266 Billings, Montana 
Rural—Biblical—Conservative 
8-Year Standard Courses 
Approved: VA and ETTA 
Know Your Bible—Write Us 
SIMON E. FORSBERG, President 


MONTANA INSTITUTE of the BIBLE" 


Gateway To World Service 


SIMPSON SIBLE COLLEGE 
801 Silver A . isco 24, California 
Rev. or $. ‘Allen, Pres. 

Where you will receive 

a Sone BIBLE INSTRUCTION on an exegetical 
asis 

¢ Practical TRAINING in methods of Christian ee 

« General EDUCATION in basic arts and hum: 

¢ Dynamic INSPIRATION toward Christian “ving 
and service 








MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
For seventy-five years teaching and taking the Word 


to the world 
Eight basic courses. “Tuition free! 
e General Bible « Pastors Course 


¢ Missionary Course e Sacred Music 
e Christian Education « Jewish Missions 
e Missionary Technical « Christian EdUcation—Music 
54,000-volume library — 1000 students 
William Culbertson, president Maxwell Ceder, dean 
. Write for catalog 





STONY BROOK SCHOOL 
“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college nea ga be a bors. Dis- 
tinctive Christian training. des eight to 
college entrance. Boys from ae states and 
sixteen foreign countries. Full athletic program. 
70-acre campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year begins September 12. 
For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





NYACK MISSIONARY COLLEGE 
ers 


@ Missionary Leadership Training @ degree and 
diploma courses @ distinguished evangelical 
faculty @ work opportunities on and off campus 
& campus overlooking historic Hudson River 
el inational student body. 
Write for free catalog 

NYACK MISSIONARY COLLEGE 

dson, New York 








TOCCOA FALLS INSTITUTE 


« BIBLE COLLEGE— 
Courses Leading to Degrees in— 
Bible and Theology 


e ACCREDITED BY AABC 


For Catalog Write 
Dr. 4. A. Bandy Toccoa Falls, Toccoa, Ga. 








Philadelphia College of Bible 


‘1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. Charles C. Ryrie, President 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director of 
> ~saee Room 204, 1800 Arch St.,. Phila. 


> 


TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 


16 Spadina Road, Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
Principal: Rev. E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D. 
Three-year Bible course leading to B.Th. De- 
gree, and Missionary, Pastors, Educa- 
tion Diplomas. Conservative, evangelical, with 
missionary emphasis. Rhodes residence for 

women ——. 
For oo information write 
Rev. J. Honeyman, B.A., M.Th. 








Shenandoah Christian College 
Foundations of Christian Truth 
New One-Year Collegiate Course 


consider this course before 
pth is 4, t. will provide a Biblical 2T bul- 


wark against the attacks of secularism in mod- 
ern education ond life. 
4-Year Bible and Arts Curriculum 
Write for free illustrated Prospectus 
SHENANDOAH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Mill Mountain Roanoke, Virginia 
“Christ Above All In Learning And Living” 








WASHINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 
at the heart of the nation where 
The Bible is the heart of the curriculum. Special 
fields of emphasis are Pastoral, Missions, Chris- 
tian Education, and Music. 
Write for Catalogue 
Address—George A. Miles, President 
1441 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 








zation that God has served this sen- 
tence, and that there is redemption for 
a guilty humanity. It is a most unusual, 
if not unique, piece of work. It should 
open our eyes to a new dimension in 
our appreciation of the meaning of 
guilt and redemption. 


A Commentary on the Epistle of 
Jude. (By Richard Wolff. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.50.) Good commentaries on Jude 
are hard to find, and it is heartening to 
see this one, for it fot only fulfills a 
need, but it is a thorough piece of work. 
The author is associated with the Back 
to the Bible Broadcast and brings to his 
work not only a fundamentalist view- 
point but a breadth of scholarship. If 
there is any criticism of the book it is 
simply that sometimes his breadth of 


scholarship gets in the way of clear 
presentation. There are times when 
there appear to be too many quotations 
from others. However, the work is a 
thorough and careful exegesis of Jude. 
Particularly commendable is the au- 
thor’s knowledge and use of relevant 
extra-Biblical materials. Although one 
may not always agree with the author’s 
conclusions on a particular passage, one 
will always find both sides objectively 
presented and reasons for his own con- 
clusions persuasively and kindly stated. 
This commentary has the unusual char- 
acteristic of not avoiding or passing 
over problem passages (and there are 
many in Jude!) Unfortunately, it does 
lack an outline—a necessary feature of 
good exegesis. It is highly recom- 
mended. 
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The Mystifying Twins. By Joan Price 
Reeve. (Pageant Press, Inc., New York 
3; $3.) The twins, Lois and Lettice, en- 
joy the doubtful distinction at River- 
cote Girls’ School of being capable of 
any sort of prank. Their favorite trick 
is to impersonate one another, much 
to the confusion of teachers and class- 
mates alike. But they carry this too 
far when they do each other’s home- 
work. However, when Lois comes to 
know Christ as her Saviour at camp, 
her cheating ends, but at the same time 
the close relationship of the twins is 
broken. Lettice feels shut out of her 
twin’s life as their interests and stand- 
ards grow farther and farther apart. 
For the girl who enjoys a mystery, here 
is a well-written one, complete with 
ghosts, secret passageways, and hidden 
treasure, and sprinkled generously with 
humor. 


Eutychus (And His Pin). By Ed- 
mund P. Clowney. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
Readers of Christianity Today will 
know of the mysterious Eutychus. For 
the past four years his fortnightly let- 
ters in that journal have disturbed, 
amused, and gently rebuked the Chris- 
tian public. Until the appearance of 
this book, however, the man behind the 
pen remained as obscure as the Delphic 
sibyl. Now we lIearn that he is the 
erudite Professor Clowney of Westmin- 
ster Theological Seminary. Mr. Clowney 
does not write from some ivory tower. 
As the father of five children and asso- 
ciate professor of practical theology at 
one of the outstanding orthodox sem- 
inaries, he is closely in touch with the 
realities of daily life. The title of the 
book is apt. With his pin, the author 
punctures one after another of our in- 
flated illusions about ourselves. Time 
after time we see some favorite pre- 
tense reduced to one of those little 
rubber rags that was a balloon. But it 
is more than mere attack. In each es- 
say one senses the genuine concern of 
love that its object be as fine as pos- 
sible. If the stick of the pin makes us 
jump now and again, it is only to the 
end that we see ourselves for what we 
are. For instance, speaking of the par- 
alyzing rule by committee in which we 
are all caught, Mr. Clowney says, 
“Everything is fluid in the ongoing con- 
versation on all subjects. But the fluid 
has the highest viscosity, and nothing 
goes on with any speed.” Or, suggest- 
ing that we might try some of the 
tobacco advertising techniques to boost 
church attendance, he proposes a 
church news column to read, “First 
Church has reduced theological irritants 
to the lowest level among all leading 
pulpits. First Church preaching is 
smooth. It’s First Church for filtered 
truth!” The reading of this book will 
be a thoroughly delightful dose of spir- 
itual tonic. 


The Seven Last Words. By Clarence 
W. Cranford. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) “Pre- 
vailing Voices” is the title of the first 
sermon in this book, which pretty well 
constitutes an introduction to the next 
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seven sermons on the sayings from the 
cross. Following the series on the last 
words are two other sermons entitled 
“His Cross and Ours” and “The Mag- 
netism of the Cross.” These two form 
an appropriate conclusion to the series. 
The messages on the seven last words 
are not primarily exegetical, but are 
very practical and fresh in their appli- 
cation of Gospel truth. There is some 
good illustrative material in these ser- 
mons, and the approach is different. 
Ministers will find suggestive ideas in 
this series for preaching on the Saviour’s 
last words. 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





A fib 
Worship 











mn on the International 
sons, issued the International 
Sunday School nm Committee. 


August 14 to 20 

Mon.—Acts 15:22-32. A Chosen Leader. 

The scene is one of the first confer- 
ences of church leaders (v. 4). The 
group decided to send four men, in- 
cluding Silas, to strengthen believers 
who had been troubled by others. These 
messengers had endangered their lives 


ep - Bible 


for Christ’s sake, and the leaders were 


led by the Holy Spirit. They said that 
the Gentile Christians did not have to 
be circumcised, but that they must ab- 
stain from four things (v. 29). Peter 
had given the heart of the Gospel in 
verse 11. Here we see the importance 
of taking counsel and being led by the 
Spirit. 
Tues.—Acts 16:19-24. 
A Persecuted Leader. 
Paul had just cast an evil spirit out 
of a young woman who made money 
for her owners by fortunetelling. Since 
“the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10, AS.V.), 
her masters became very angry, falsely 
accused Paul and Silas, and succeeded 
in having them put into an inner prison 
with their feet in stocks. It is some 
comfort to see how these men were 
maligned, for today many Christians 
are wrongly accused. Though we may 
be criticized, let us see to it that we do 
not criticize others without knowing 
the facts and unless it is necessary. 


Wed.—Acts 16:25-34. 
A Spiritual Leader. 
Paul and Silas set us a wonderful 
example, by praying and singing under 
the worst conditions. We can do this 
if we are filled with the Spirit. And 
prayer and praise help us to bear hard- 
ships. “Whoso offereth the sacrifice of 
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thanksgiving glorifieth me; and ~ 
pareth a way that I may show hi 
salvation of God” (Psa. 50:23, / 
marg.). Paul and Silas were soon 
livered, and the jailer and his 
saved. When things go wror 
praising God in spite of eve 


Thurs.—Acts 17:1-9. 
A Witnessing . 

Paul attended the synagogue - 
gularly on the Sabbath—a remind 
us to attend church every Sunday, — 
did not trust his own logic, but bi 
his reasoning on the Scriptures— 
other good example for us. Vers 
gives the burden of his preachir 
in 1 Corinthians 15:1-3. Even Paul | 
Silas could not win all the people 
Christ. It was a tribute to 
(though exaggerated) to say that | 
had “turned the world upside do 
but they were not acting contrary 
law. 


Fri—Joshua 1:1-9. “Good 

God gave Joshua many graci 
promises. That in verse 3 is an ill 
tration of what the Bible should be 
us: we should make it all our own) 
going to and fro throughout the wh 
length of it. God promised to be w 
Joshua before He told him to be 
geod courage. The great promise 
verse 5 can be ours, too, for one 
like it is repeated in Hebrews 13:5. Ot 
of the finest verses on Bible study | 
Joshua 1:8, which contains a prohi 
tion, a precept, a purpose, and a pra 
ise. This last will be fulfilled to t 
who carry out the first part. ; 


Sat.—Psalm 171:19-24. “J 
God Is Great and Go 

God’s righteousness is so high 
no man can possibly measure up 
himself. “All have sinned, and 60 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:2 
We are made acceptable only th 
Christ, “who of God is made unto | 
wisdom, and righteousness, and \ 
fication, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:8 ( 
Everyone on earth has troubles, 
believers can know that after 
God will “quicken” or make them alive” 
again and raise them from the gravé 
Psalm 71:20 often has a fulfillment e 
in this life, for God often does gi 
respite from trouble. 


Sun.—Philippians 1:3-11. 
‘ Partners in God’s 

It is a great blessing to have 
Christian friends as Paul had at Phil 
and for whom he prayed and - 
thankful. Verse 6 is one of the @ 
comforting in the Bible, for it tel 
that God will complete the work 
has begun in us and keep us 
Christ comes. Paul prayed for 1 
things for his Philippian friends: | 
That their love might be abundant &@ 
intelligent, and expressed with 0 
judgment; (2) that they might # 
things that differ (as the margin 84 
and love the best things; (3) that t 
might be thoroughly honest until Cam 
comes; (4) that they might be 
with the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. § 
23). 
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